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HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 
The DUKE of YO R K. 


S IX, 

WENN O find a Royal Engliſh Ep- 

T WARD, a naval commander * 

u. X KM of Great Eritain, muſt e- | 1 

late the heart of every Engliſh. ſub- ü 

je; but mueh more the injured and 1 | 
1 


oppreſſed female, who has the ho- 
nour to inſcribe to your Royal High- 
neſs the enſuing pages. 

WHERE can the daughter of an 
Engliſh admiral, labouring under the 
miſconceived prejudice of friends, and 
the ſtill worſe miſrepreſentations of 
a defign- 
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I DEDICATION. 
deſigning enemies, fly for patronage 
but to illuſtrious EpwarD, 


e The pride and glory of our Bri- 
e tiſh youths; 
„ Whoſe heart with gen'rous pity 
6 plows; 


% Who feels the bleſſing * be- 
ſtows :” 


and who is, by an amiable concur- 
rence of art with nature, rendered 
the object of univerſal love and e- 
ſteem. 

To enumerate the virtues, graces, 
and accompliſhments, that gave riſc 
to this tide or popular affection, is not 
the province of a pen ſo unſkilled as 
mine, in the ſoft phraſe of elegant 


deſcription. 
Tux 
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DEDICATION. ii | 


Tux heart-winning words, the ? 
praiſe-exciting actions, of the accom- 
pliſh'd young Hero, are his beſt har- 
bingers to the temple of Fame; 
where that he will be recorded a- 
mongſt the the moſt renowned of his 
name and anceſtry, is the ſincere be- 
lief, and the moſt ardent with, of 


S IR, 


Your Roy Al. Hicnuness's 
Moſt Oblig d, and "= 
Meſt Obedient, 


Humble Servant, 


Catherine Jemmat. 
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A. 
ORD Anſon. 

Lady Abergavenny. 
Henry Atwood, Eſq; 
Miſs Atwood. 

Mrs. Archer, 
Capt. Allen, 
Capt. Antpobus. - 


Duke of Bedford. 


Counteſs of Berkeley. 
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Earl of Warwick, 7 ſets, 


Lord Viſcount Bateman, 
Lady Charlotte Burgoyne. 
Lady Burdett. 

Captain Bentinck. 

Captain Banks. 

Hon. Captain Byron. 
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SUBSCRIBERS. 


Fon. 


A Lift of the SussckigIRVs. 8 
Hon. Miſs Boreil. n 
Lord Blakeney, deceaſed; 
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Sir John Bentley. 

Admiral Broderic. 

Sir William Boothby, Bart. 
Sir William Burnaby. 
Hon. General Barrington, 
Hon. Colonel Beauclerc. 
Hon. Miſs Beauclerc. 
Hon. Captain Barrington. 
Hon. Edward Bouverie, Eſq; 
Captain Brodie. 

Hon. William Bately, Eſq; 
$4 * „ „„ * * /wo ſets. 
Thomas Bradſhaw, Eſq; 
Nathaniel Biſhop, Eſq; 


C. 


+ „ * * #% #* * #100 ſets. 

Counteſs Cowper. 

Earl of Cardigan, 

Earl Cholmondeley. 

Lord Cartwright. 

Lord Clive. 

Right Hon. Sir Thomas Clarke, deceaſed. 

Hon. General Cholmondely. i 

Lady Anne Connolly. F 
. ; "8 Lord ; 
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6 A Liſt of the Synscninras. 
Lord William Campbell. 

Hon. Mrs. Cholmondely. 

Hon. Admiral Clinton, deceaſed, 
Hon. General Conway. 

Right Hon. Thomas Connolly, Eſq; 
Hon. Mrs. Child. 

Colonel Mure Campbell. 
Colonel Robert Campbell, 
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Lord Courtney, deceaſed, 
Hon. Spencer Compton, Eſq; 
Mrs. Champernowne. 

James Creſſet, Eſq; 

Richard Waite Cox, Eſq; 
Captain John Clerke. 

David Copeland, Eſq; 

Mr. Benjamin Collier, 

Mr. Francis Cook. 

Mr. Ralph Collier, 


D. 
Earl Dudley. 
Earl of Dartmouth. 
Earl of Donegal. 
Lord Dacre. 6 
Sir Francis Drake, two ſets, 
Admiral Durell. 
Lady Danvers, s 
Hon. Mrs. Drummo nd 
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Captain Digby. 

Colonel Dickens. | 

Hon. Mrs. Catherine Daſhwood. 
Mrs. Day. 

Henry Doidge, Eſq; deceaſed, two ſets. 
George Durant, Eſq; | 
Mr. John Davis. 

Mr. Thomas Davis. 

Mr. Thomas Dyall, 

Mr, Francis Drake, 

Lady Mary Douglas. 


E. 


Lord Edgecumbe. 

Lady Echlin, wo ſets. 
Sir Henry Erſkine, Bart. 
Right Hon. Welbore Ellis, Eſq; 
Captain Everitt. 

* 2% 38 4, i. Þ 
Captain Elphinſton- 
Captain John Elliot, 
Captain Eilis. 

—— Enys, Eſq; 

Mrs. Eddowes. 
Captain Edwards. 


F. 


Counteſs Dowager Ferrers. 
Viſcounteſs Falmouth, 


b _ Lord 
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8. A Lift of the SUBSCRIBERS. 


Lord Forteſcue, two ſets. 
Lady Louiſa Fermor. 
Baroneſs Ferrers. 
Counteſs of Holland. 
Hon. Admiral Forbes. 
Admiral Frankland. 
Captain Forreſt. 

John Fremantle, Eſqz 
Mr. Ralph Fetherſtone. 


G. 


Marquis of Granby.. 

Lady Betty Germain, #wo /ets. 

Lord Groſvenor, two ſets, 

Right Hon. George Grenville, Eſq; 
Admiral Griffin. 

Admiral Geary. 


Sir Harry Grey, Bart. 


Howel Gwynn, Eſq; 
Captain Gambier, wo ſets. 
Thomas Gore, Eſq; 

John Gay, Eſq; 

Mr. Henry Gunter. 

Mr. Francis Gotobed. 
Mr. Thomas Giles. 
Captain Graves. 

Earl of Granville, 


| H. 
Earl of Halifax. 


Earl 
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Earl of Hertford, two ſets, 
Farl of Hilſborough, 

Earl of Holderneſs. 
Counteſs of Harrington. 
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Sir Charles Hardy, wo ſets, 
Hon. Dr. Hay. 

Colonel Hale. 
. 

Hon. Commodore Hervey. 
Captain Horne. 

92 908009 . 1 

Mrs. Haynes. 

Edward Harman, Eſqz 
Captain Hill. 

Captain Harriſon. 

John Adam Frederick Heſſe, Eſq; 
Richard Henſhaw, Eſq; 
Thomas Hicks, Eſq; - 

Mr, James Hubbald 

Mr. Richard Hogg. 

Mr. Benjamin Holl. 

Mr. William Hurford. 
Captain Hughes. 

Hon, Jonas Hanway, Eſq; 


i 

Richard Jenkins, Eſq; 

© Tenkins, "my 
; by Thom | 


ME 
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Thomas Johnſon, Eſq; 
Mr. Robert James. 
| K. 

. : 
Lord King. 

Lord Viſcount Killmoray. 
Admiral Knowles, 

Hon. Commodore Kepple. 
Captain Kirk, 

Captain Knight. 

Hon. Miſs Keck. 


L. 
Dutcheſs of Leeds 
Earl of Lincoln. 
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Earl of Ludlow. 
Earl of Loudoun. 
Lord Bingley. 
John Lee, Eſq; 
Captain Langdon, 
John Larpent, Eſq; 
Sir George Lindlay. 


James Lloyd, Eſq; deceaſed. 


Mr. Lade. 
James Long, Eſq; 
Captain Lee. 

M, 
Duke of Marlborough. 
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Duke of Montroſe, 
Counteſs of Macclesfield. 
Counteſs of Middleſex. 
Lord Malpas, 

Lord Maſham. 

Duke of Mancheſter. 
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Sir George Montgomery Metham, Bart. 


Sir John Mordaunt. 
Major Matthews. 
Commodore Moore. 
Captain Martin, 
Hon. Edmund Maſon, Eſq; 
Admiral Marſh. 

M. P. Morien, Eſq; 
Edward Morant, Eſq, 
Mr. Patrick Mackie. 
Mr. Richard Morris. 
Hon. George March. 
Colonel Mackenzie. 
Captain Marlow. 

— Mackie, Eſq; 


N. 


Counteſs of Northumberland. 


Lord Viſcount Newnham. 
Admiral Norris. 

Arnold Neſbit, Eſq; 
Captain Norton, 
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O. 


Hon. James Oſwald, Eſq; x 
Admiral Oſborne. | 
Captain Obrien. 


P. 


. 


Right Hon. Sir John Phillips, Bart. 


Lord Palmerſtone. 


Sir Thomas Poultney, Bart. 
Henry Penton, Eſq; 

John Paterſon, Eſq; 

John Parker, Eſq; 

Henry Pelham Eſq; 
Captain Peyton, 

Captain Parker, 

Captain Palliſer. 

YI & © ® „ *.* * 7/700 ſen. 
Captain Pratten. | 
Mrs. Plunkett. 
Eraſmus Philips, Eſq; 
Admiral Parry. 


John Powell, Eſq; 


Mr, John Pye. 

Mr. William Player. 

Mr. Thomas Parr. 

Sir George Pocock, K. B. 
| | | Dutcheſs; 
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n 
Dutcheſs of Richmond. 
Lord Romney. 
Sir William Ricardſor, 
Sir William Rowley, 
Captain Rowley. 
Sir George Rodney. 
Hon. John Rule, Eſq; 
Henry Reade, Eſq, 
Iſaac Martin Rebow, Eſq; 
Lady Ravenſworth. 
Denys Rolle, Eſq; 


S. 


Viſcounteſs Spencer. 
Lord Charles Spencer. 
Dutcheſs of Somerſet. 
r 
Counteſs of Shaftſbury. 
r ved ſets. 
Lord George Sackville. 
Lord Sondes. 


N 


Lady St. Ledger. 

Hon. Sir William Stanhope. 
Hon. Mrs. Southwell. 

Hon. Mrs. Stewart. 
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Hon. 
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Hon. Andrew Stone, Eſq; 
Captain Speke, deceaſed. 
Hon. Thomas Slade, Eſq; 
Hon. Tyringham Stephens, Eſq; 
Samuel Seddon, Eſq; 
Edward Stanley, Eſq; 

Sir John Eyles Styles, Bart. 
e 

James Scawen, Eſq; 

Mrs. Stott, ue /ets. 

Captain Shadwell, 

Mr. Samuel Sedgwick, 

Mr. John Sedgwick. 

Mr. William Snelgrave. 
Hon. Captain St. John. 
Commodore Spry. 

Earl of Shelborne. 

Captain Shuldham. 

Mr. Daniel Stow. 

Mr. George Swaffield. 

The Hon. Captain Stewart. 


. 
Earl of Temple. 
„ 
Marquis of Taviſtock. 


Lord Tyrawley. 

Hon. Admiral Townſhend. 

Hon. Miſs Tryon. : 
Captain 
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Admiral Tyrrel. 
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Mrs. Tankard. 

Captain Harry Trelawney. 

Mr. Joſhua Thomas. 

Mrs. Thomas Tomlinſon. 
Viſcount Torrington, 2 


V. 
Lord Vere. 


Hon. Miſs Vanſittart. 
Mrs. Vincent. 


W. 
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Earl of Waldegrave, 
Counteſs of Waldegrave. 
Sir George Warren, K. B, 
Lady Warren, 
Lord Winterton. 
Hon. Horatio Walpole, Eſq; 
Lady Mary Wentworth. 
Lady Warren, 
Hon. Miſs Wrotteſley, 
Rolle Walter, Eſq; 
Mrs, Welt. 
Hon. Captain Walſingham; 
Captain Watkins. 
Captain Wyatt. 

Miſs 
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Miſs Watſon. | 

Hon. James Wallace, Eſq; to /ets. 
Philip Carteret Webb, Eſq; 
William Wood, Eſq; 

Mr. Williams, 

Mr. Daniel Walton. 

Mr. Francis Wace. 

Captain Wallace. 

Mrs. Watſon. 
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0 


nne 


Counteſs of Yarmouth. 


Commodore Young, /wo /ets. 
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MEMOIR „ . 


4g was long a matter of 


| us diſpute with me, whether 
OE I ſhould trouble the world 
with a recital of my ſtory or not; 
I ſaw before me, the numerous 
train of dangers and difficulties that 
muſt accompany ſuch an attempt; 
yet it was impoſlible entirely to relin- 
quiſh the defire to do it, without ta- 
citly ſubmitting my character and my 
actions to the malevolent cenſure of 


Vol. I. B thoſe. 
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(2) 


thoſe who, from innate want of hu- 


manity themſelves, endeavoured. t9 


repreſent me as undeſerving of its 


offices from others: who, as they 
are ſtiled relations, and -therefore 
are ſuppoſed to be my friends, have 
a more extenſive means to aſperſe 
my reputation, than the moſt open 
and avowed enemies could wiſh for 
or -obtain, 


One ſays, Sir, your ſiſter is in 
diſtreſs; the reply is ready, tis, 
as Hamlet declares, ** as eaſy a8 
lying.“ Zounds, Madam, — tis all 
her own fault, ſhe might have been 
happy it ſhe wou'd—-prepoſterous, 


.ccucl, and unjuſt argument! 
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4 

To arraign my words, thoughts, 
and actions, with the minuteſt truth, 
at the tribunal of publick juſlice, 
is one principal inducement to my 
reſigning the needle for the pen; 
if from the ſeries of indiſputable 
facts here ſet forth, I am deemed a 
wilful and incorrigible offender, I 


can expect little lenity; but if it 


ſhall appear upon a candid ſumming 


up of the whole, that a thouſand na- 


tural, as well as accidental incidents, 
gave birth to the long train of my 
misfortunes; perhaps I may find 
even ſtrangers, more ſenſible of the 
e compunctious viſitings of nature,” 
in my favour, than I have yet been 
able to awaken in the boſoms of my 
kindred, 
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(4) 

«« Oh TI will tell thee all, from firſt 
ce to laſt, 

«© And pray obſerve me well.” 


AT the time of my birth, my 
father, the late Admiral John Veo, 
was a Captain in his Majeſty's navy, 
and reſided at Exeter in Devonſhire, 
where I was born, My parents, 
when I was yet an infant, removed 
to Plymouth, a principal ſea-port, 
and very .compatible with his mari- 
time employment, 


I CANNOT ſay whether it was for 
want of ambition to reap laurels, or 
want of an opportunity to diſtin— 
guiſh himſelf, that my father paſſed 
many years in the ſervice, without 
attaining glory from any particular 

action; 


reed eee 


(5) 

action; nor do I think it any ho- 
nour to his memory, that he was at 
| laſt raiſed to the rank of a hali-pay 
Admiral ; as thoſe compliments are 
frequently paid by. the Lords Com- 
miſſioners of the Admiralty, to make 
room for junior officers, who, per- 
haps, may have been born under a 
more auſpicious planet than their 
ſeniors. 


TH1s I-can venture to alledge in 
favour of his memory ; that what- 
ever might be deficient in his cha- 


for : 
* tacter as a commander on the li— 
* quid element, he was a finiſh'd tar 
1 0 0 

5 in his own houſe; a baſhaw, whoſe 
ied : 4 : 

EE ſingle nod of diſapprobation ſtiuck 
un srror into the whole family. 


B 3 BETWEEN 


= , IT 
Oo ni 22 ay ret - ns i act e622 AT — 


e SA — 2 — Spe 
8 — Ao . ba 3 


* 
. 
— z — — 2 


8 — 


1 
BETWEEN the age of five and fix 
years, I unhappily loft a tender mo- 
ther; my father was then at ſea, 
and arrived the very night her fu- 
neral rites had been performed. 


« The duties by the lawn-rob'd 
ce prelate paid, 

* And the laſt words, that duſt 
<* to duſt conveyed.” 
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Before I part with the dear beloved 
remains of an affectionate and vir- 
tuous mother, 


« Oh let the tear of filial ſorrow 
cc flow, 

« Twill give ſome reſpite to the 
« preſent woe.” 
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THe night of my mother's inter- 


ment, and of my father's arrival 
from 
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1 | 
from a long voyage, was the firſt 

time, to my remembrance, I had un 
ever ſeen him. My mother left in N 
his care beſides myſelf, a brother ang 
ſitter who were yet younger, | 


My father, to apologize for his 
coming to England, without the 
knowledge or the permiſſion of the 
Lords of the Admiralty, pleaded his 
extreme fondneſs and paſſionate re- 
gard to his wife; however, he was 
very ſeverely reprimanded for it by 
their Lordſhips, and had not, as I 
have been informed, a ſhip to com- 
mand for nine years after. ; 


OW 


the 


THnarT a Gentleman who forſook 
ter- his duty to his King, out of mere 
tenderneſs to a deſerving wife, and 

B4 who 
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was ſo enthuſiaſtically fond of her, 
as to inſiſt on having her corpſe 
taken up from the grave to bid a laſt 
adieu to the inanimate lifeleſs clay; 
at leaſt, that this Gentleman, Who 
was with much difficulty perſuaded 0 
from ſo doing, ſhould make a faith- p 
ful guardian to the tender pledges of 
mutual love, can any perſon doubt ? - 


| | | 2. 

q (8) 

f » * 
1 who ſaw. by her death the inſtal. 
A lity of human expectations; who 


F R1CRHARD the Third, when he has 
| | conquered the ſcruples of Lady Anne, 


| ' and perſuaded her to marry the ye 
| butcher of her huſband, in the per- 4 
#$ ſon of himſelf, ſays, 
Wi m. 
| | 

F dre 
RK “Thus mourn'd the dame of E- hy 
a*K 
= <« pheſus her lover, * 


And 


699 

* And thus the ſoldier fir'd wh 

«© martial glory, 

«© Told his fond tale, and was a 
« thriving woer.“ 


SHAKESPEARE has taken ano- 
ther occaſion to depreciate our ſex, 
where one of the courtiers expreſ- 
fing his admiration at this marriage, 
ſays, © What do I ſee?” It is im- 
mediately anſwered, . © . you ſee 
* 2 woman.” 


Now ſhould I tell you that this. 
Gentleman married again in fſeven- 
years after, a prudent motherly wo- 
man, to look after his houſe, and 
manage the education of his chil- 
dren; you'd ſay, perhaps, Well, he. 
mourned long enough, and it was: 
proper he ſhould have a help-mate. 
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Bur when I repreſent him to 
you in nine weeks after, married to 
a giggling girl of nineteen ; ſhould 
you apply to me the interrogation, 
What do I ſee? I ſhould naturally 


reply, Why you ſee a.man. 


Tux loſs of my mother, and the 
precipitate marriage of my father, 
were events that boded few hal- 
chion days to the children already 
in being; and to increaſe the im- 
probability of our ever enjoying any, 
my new parent was ſoon. pregnant, 
and became ſucceſſively the mother 
of five children : Four of whom it 
has pleaſed providence to call to 
a better ſtate; and had the worthy 
captain my half-brother compleated 


the number of the deceas'd, the 


world and myſelf might well have 
borne 


er . a . 
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ſo 


(11) 


borne the loſs with chriſtian patience- 


and reſignation. 


To complete the diſmal ſcene that 


was opening to us new characters 
in the great drama of life, my grand- 


father, a pious, plain, upright man, 
who boarded with us, was ſnatch'd 


; away by death: Had heaven pleas'd 
Y he wou'd, at leaſt, have ſeen us pro- 


V. religion and morality ; he was a ma- 
WF jeſtick venerable old man, full of years 


er and wiſdom, whoſe conduct was the 
i beſt example for his children and ſer- 


vants to imitate. 
My mother-in-law as to her per- 


good- natured; and I really believe, 


to have lent us his life a little longer, 


perly inſtructed in the principles of 


ſon was a fine woman; but ſimply. 


B 6 truly. 
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Ts 
truly virtuous, though the contrary 
was hinted to my father, by ſome 
buſy medler ; upon this, he ſent 
poſt- haſte to examine me, whether 
any gentlemen came to the houſe 
when he was abſent? I ſhudder'd 
at the queſtion ; and anſwered, that 
there never had been any; that I 
believed ſlander itſelf cou'd impeach 
her of no crime, except that being 
too reſerv'd might be conſtrued into 
one: As ſhe was at this time at 
6 Bath, I felt a generous concern for 
„ her; tho' ſhe had not uſed all the 
| | means in her power to merit ſuch a 
1 ſympathy on my part; but that 
i might have reſulted from the prevail- 
= ing influence of a maid-ſervant, who 
was ſome time after, to. my inward 
| | ſatisfaction, ſhamefully turned away. 


Mr 


rr U urn Om cy ge ay reer r ̃ ˙ R 


613) 

My. mother-in-law had two flſ- 
ters; the one was married to Dr. H. 
an eminent phyſician at Plymouth; 
ſufficiently known to the learned. 
world, by his admirable writings ; 
the other died unmarried, and left 
the bulk of her fortune to Mrs. H. 


AFTER the death of my grand- 
father, my ſiſter and myſelf were 


brother was placed at a Latin ſchool, 


my father intended he ſhould either 
ſtudy phyſick or the law, and in- 


{cience.. 


64 ˙ iro oe oy roy nent r7 . 


ſent to a boarding- ſchool; and my: 


near Totneſs in Devonſhire; it ſeems 


deed the ſweetneſs of his temper, ' 
and gravity of his deportment, ſpoke 
him modelled by nature for one 
or the other of thoſe branches of 
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Bur the bent of his genius was 
for the ſea; and as my father did 
2 not oppoſe him, to ſea he did go, 
after having made himſelf a perfect 
maſter of claſſical erudition. 


11 My fiſter, in her puerile years, 
4 ſeem'd not very ready in acquiring 
11 the accompliſhments neceſſary for a 
1 young lady; but I am told ſhe is 
fince conſiderably improved, that the 


. has a happy talent in tea-table orato- 
ry; and that 


« Whene'er my faults or follic: 
« are in queſtion, 

* She draws her wit out, and be- 
„ gins diſſection.“ 


Our bleſſed Redeemer, when a wo- 


man was taken in the very act of 
ſhame, 
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ſhame, and brought before him to 
pronounce ſentence on her guilt ; 
was ſo moved by the penitence and 
remorſe he ſaw ſtruggling within 
her, that he ld, « Go 15 way, 
and fin no more. 


To appeaſe the cruel murmur of 
the mob, who are always delighted 
with ſacrifices of blood, who were 
diſpleaſed at this act of divine mercy, 
and who inſiſted to have her ſtoned 
to death, for their paſtime; he re- 
ply'd, Let him that is without fin 
caſt the firſt ſtone.” 


Uro this the ſavages relented, 
and conſcious of their own private 
iniquities, left the weeping * 
lene to a life of contrition. | 


I wou'pd 
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11 IL wou'p ſeriouſly recommend ta 


all ſuch as are licentious in reflections 
upon the conduct of others, to ſeal 


| 4 up their lips till they have thoroughly 
14 ſcrutiniz'd their own : If this advice 
|| has any efficacy, J am ſatisfied the 
6 4 above-mentioned lady will ever here- 
| 1 after hold her peace. 

| As to myſelf, without being the 
11 leaſt partial, I was endow'd with a 
| ® _ quick genius, and a propenſity to 
i learn. whatever was within the reach 
1 of my capacity; I was indeed, as the 
1 poet has happily expreſs'd it, 


« Wild as colt untamed,” 


but quite inoffenſively ſo. 


I was 


tx. Set o..c- 
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I was removed from the board= 


ing ſchool to learn plain work, un- 


der the care of three gentlewomen, 
the daughters of a deceas'd cler- 
gyman. 


Wirz regard to my perſon, E 
never could boaſt of it; for I was 
never a beauty. I was what you 
might call a comely black gicl, with 


2 blooming country complexion ; 


I was remarkable indeed for an eaſy, 


| obliging diſpoſition, which perhaps 


was the only attraction of the many 
addreſſes I was afterwards honoured 
with, 


WuHen I left this ſchool, and 


returned to my father's, a maſter: 


was 
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6180 
was employed to teach my ſiſter and 
myſelf the harpſichord; but ſhe, 
neither having a taſte, or an ear for 
divine harmony, left off learning 
at the end of three months, with- 


out being in the leaſt improved. In- 
deed, ſhe , 


e Had not muſick in her ſoul, 
© Nor was ſhe touch'd with the 
* concord of {weet ſounds.” 


The reader may apply the remain- 


ing part of this ſpeech, which I think 
is in the Merchant of Venice, in 
what manner he pleaſes. 


My further progreſs was, however, 
ſhortly after retarded, as my father wa: 
ordered 
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ordered to Spithead ; and both my 
muſick-maſter, and captain S. a ve=- 
teran acquaintance of my father's, 
who took infinite pains to improve 
me in time and the thorough-baſs, 
were, by the prudent advice of my 
mother-in-law, forbid the houſe, 
during my father's abſence, leſt her 
character ſhould again be cenſured. 


ABoUT this time an elegant and 
brilliant aſſembly was opened at 
Plymeuth, and Miſs C. the then 
agent- victualler's daughter, with my- 
ſelf, were admitted as ſubſcrib- 
ers, though yet dreſſed in robe- 
coats. As this gave ſome umbrage 
to the graver ſort, it was ſpecified, 
in the articles ſet up in each room, 

that. 
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that no more young ladies, under 
ſuch an age, ſhould be ſubicriber; 
for the future; but as we were intro. 
duced by a majority of votes, we 
were permitted to continue, 


THe antiquated virgins conſider- 
ed this as advantageous to them, 
who knew no country dances that 
had been in uſe fince the de- 
luge z whereas we, who attended 
twice a weck on the beſt dancing- 
maſter in that part of the world, 
who had all the new dances, as 


they came out in London, con- 


ſtantly ſent down to him, were al- 


lowed to trip it extremely well; 


and had generally the beſt part- 


ners 5 


. 
ners; a circumſtance not very pleal- 
ing to our competitors, 


I can'T help taking notice here 
of a melancholly accident that hap- 
pened the firſt night of our afſem- 
bly. 


LApy P. mother to the pre- 
ſent dutcheſs dowager of L. was 
ſcized with a fit of apoplexy while 
ſhe fat at cards, and died early 
the next morning: There were pre- 
{ent her ladyſhip's two daughters, 
and their huſbands; namely, the 
marchioneſs and marquiſs of C; 
Mrs. T. the other daughter, and 
Mr. T. her huſband, then ma- 
ſter of the King's houſhould ; who, 

though 
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(22 ) 
though ſhe lived at Plymton, but 
four miles from Plymouth, could 
never afterwards be purſuaded to 
come into it; fo deeply was ſhe 
affected by this event. 


VaRIous conſtructions were put 
upon this accident, which might, 
and undoubtedly would have hap. 

* pened in any other place; and I very 

well remember to have heard a reli- 

gious old Iady declare, that all 
| ; meetings of that kind were an 
| abomination to good and virtuous 
people ; and that ſhe verily belicved 
the death of the above lady was 

a judgement from heaven : but, 

continued ſhe, very ſatyrically, what 

commenced in the death of hier 
lady (hin 
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will probably terminate 


ladyſhip, 


in the birth of others; which muſt 
obe the conſequence of mixing youth 
ne Jof boch ſexes promiſcuouſly toge- 


ther. 


in this pious conjecture ſhe 
was, however, miſtaken; for the 
utmoſt decency and good order 
were inviolably prelerved, which 
continued without the ſmalleſt in- 


tringement as long as I frequent- 


ed it, 
an 
I As this aſſembly was the reſort 
ved * th d foriobel ; 
was ot the gay and Ipngntly, particu- 


* larly the navy officers, it was no 
* wonder that the daughter of a 
* commander ſhould attract their no- 
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( 24 )- 
tice and compliments; many of 
whom are now general officers, 
and, daily reaping laurels by their 
courage and conduct. 


AmMonGsT the many who paid 
their addreſſes to me by bows at 
church, nods and emphatical mo- 
tions at the aſſembly, ſerenades un- 
der my window, and the many 
powerful yet natural enchantments 
with which Love inſtructs his vo- 
taries; I noticed none ſv much a8 
thoſe of a young ſurgeon, juſt ſet 
up for himſelf; not that I had the 
leaſt tincture of paſſion for the 
man, but that I thought him a 
genteel perſon, and fit to lead the 
vanguard of my train of idolaters. 

I had 
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I had frequently noticed him pafling 
and trepafſing under my window 
where | | 


% Revolving in his love ſick ſoul, 
„ The various (late of things 
© below, 
« Now and then a ſigh he ſtole, 
And tears began to flow.” 


Compaſſion. and curioſity ; come, 
Till &en add vanity, inclined me to 
know what he had to ſay tor him- 
ſelf; and a favourable opportunity 
for it ſoon after offered: I flood, 
in the cool of a ſummer's evening, 
at the ſtreet-door of my father's 
houſe ; and left my mother-in-law 
at cards in the parlour ; but per- 
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Haps I ſhould not have found thi: 


indulgence, had not my father been 
at the aſſembly. | 


Soo after my ſpark made his ap- 
pearance, and began to chat on th: 
beauties of the evening, and othe: 
common-place converfation, ſtupid 
enough of all conſcience, though! 
thought it very pleaſing : he certain) 
was 2 young man of good ſenſe ; bu 
lovers are not always happy in the 
talent of expreſſion, particularly © 
the firſt interview. 


M ſiſter (ever a moſt zealov: 
Marplot) ſtanding in the paſſage. 
and hearing me converſe with : 


man, ran into the kitchen, anc 
decl ted 
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declared to the ſervants ( her fa- 
fourite companions) that ſhe had 
ſeen an apparition, and that the 
ohoſt of Jack 8. was abſolutely 
converſing with her fiſter at the 
door. 


As I have mentioned this young 
gentleman, it may not be impro- 
per to obſerve, that he was the 
ſon of an alderman at Plymouth, 
who was deemed a man of great 
property : he had no children but 
this youth, and a younger ſon : 
his father having intended him 
for the ſtudy of phyſic, ſent him 
to the univerſity at Oxford; 
where, having a warm conteſt with 
ſome of his fellow-ſtudents, a- 
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bout an atheiſtical book then en 
the table; Mr. S. took up th: 
book (as he thought) and threy 
it into the fire, where it was con- 
ſumed to aſhes; but, when hi: 
paſſion ſubſided, he found it wa 
his own Greek Teſtament, exact! 
of the fame fize and binding, thi: 
he had unwillingly deſtroyed ; ti 
fact being repreſented to his tutor, 
by the other lads, as done in con- 
tempt of that facred legiſlature ; hi 
tutor ſeverely reprimanded him 0 
his want of circumſpection in 1 
affair of that moment: he: i 
would probably have ended, bu 
that the ſtory was related to Dc: 
tor C. then head of the college 
with a thouſand aggravatins al 
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camſtances ; and, notwithſtanding 
the moſt pathetic aſſeverations on 
T his part, of his innocence, and 
che kindeſt remonſtrances of his 
tutor in his favour, to which were 
Jdded, the articles of his faith, 
Edrawn up by himſelf, and incloſed 
in a letter to the Doctor, he was 
cruclly expelled, and was obliged 
to return to his father's houſe, till 


he went over to Leyden to finiſh 
his ſtudies. 


DuRING this interval, I had an 
opportunity of commencing an aC- 
quaintance with him. He was a 
pretty youth, but rather foppiſh, 
and too effeminate : theſe foibles, 
however, were far from depreci- 
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ating him in my eyes; and 1 had c 
the pleaſure to be a peculiar fa. [ 
vourite of his, inſomuch that, by [ 
the aſſiſtance of a maid-ſervant, | 
we had many private meetings ; 


and frequently walked together in 
a garden of my father's ſome di. 
tance from the houſe : but theſe 
excurſions were always very carly 
in the morning, and might hare 
continued to our mutual delight, 
for ſome time longer, had we not 
been diſcovered by an antiquated 
aunt of mine, who, riſing one 
morning unuſually early, diſcovered 
us in earneſt confabulation koge- 
ther : ſhe immediately retired with- 
out ſeeming to have noticed what 


ſhe had ſeen. The gentleman made 
off 


( 31 ) 

of as well as he could, and left 
me to ſtand the ſhock of a very 
ſevere lecture; for my father, hav- 
ing cognizance of this matter, ſwore 
he would turn me out of his houſe, 
if ever he heard any thing of 'this 
kind for the future. Before Mr. 8. 
left England, he ſcent me the foilow- 
ing lines: 


To Miſs CATHERINE Yo. 


WHAT paſſion dictates, and what - 
love recites, 

See my hand tremble while my 
heart indites ; 

Health to my deareſt maid, theſe 
ſtrains I ſend, 

Health, which my. deareſt maid, | 

alone can lend ; JF 
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Believe the honeſt verſe, or let my ill | 
blood 
Write the fad accents' in a purple ! 
flood ; 
Believe the falling tear, the riſing 
ſigh . 
That heaves my breaſt, and (wells Bi 
upon my eye : 
On the fair page ſee priny drops 
appear, 
Anxious to drown the tidings which f 
they bear. ̃ 
Did fate propitious to my voss R 
incline, 6 
And kindly fix my golden lot wit: : 
thine, | 


With how much rapture would th: 
moments roll, 

Bleſt with the darling obje& of my 
foul ; 


But 


(33) 
But now accurs'd, by ill-ſtarr'd fate's 
decree, - 


I fly my country, my content, and 
thee. 


Farewel, my charmer, oh! theſe 
lines review, 


Then judge what pangs I feel to 
bid adieu | 


z 


AFTER this expreſſive epiſtle he 
went abroad ; but not till he had 
received in anſwer this little piece 
annexed, which, as the firſt po- 
etical attempt of a flighty girl, I 


hope the critics will be favourable 
to. 
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To Mr. 8. 


Go, virtuous 8. and with you 


ever go, 

All you can taſte of happineſs be- 
low : | 

By time at length grown wiſer, | 
reſign 

A bliſs, for me too perfect and 
divine ; . 


As bounteous clouds, that teem 
with liquid ſhow'rs, 


| Now here, now there, diffuſe their 


uſeful ſtores, 

So you, from place to place ſhould 
ever range, 

Rejoicing every climate with thc 
change ; 


For, 
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For, whereſoe er your devious foot 


ſteps ſtray, 
The ſpot muſt glow with intellec- 
tual day ; 
Bleſt with the beams of knowledge 
which you ſhed, 
And rich with treaſures of your vir- 


tue bred. 

But muſt I then, whoſe ſoul like 
lightning flew, 

To meet the kindred ſoul it found. 
in you, 

(Forgive my pride) ſo ſoon, alas l. 
reſign 

The new-born joy, nor call it longer 
mine ? 

It muſt be fo, ſtern fate will have its, 
way ; 

My tyrant ſtars command,. and I 
obey. 


C6 Bur 


23 x TT: 


oe DOD OO IN 


% 


(36) 
BUT to return to the young ſur- 


geon, who ſo terribly alarm'd my 


ſiſter, and the ſervants; he march'd 
off on the firſt outcry of an appa- 
rition; and gave me a fair ſcene to 
diſplay the excellencies of my tra- 


gick abilities in; I had overhead 


what my ſiſter bellow'd out in the 
kitchen; and being aſſured he was 
beyond the reach of a purſuit, I ſud- 
denly dropp'd down in the paſſage, 
juſt when the ſervants had aſſumed 
courage enough to take a peep 2t 
the ſupernatural viſitant ; ſeeing me 
in that poſition, confirmed their ſug- 
geſtions, for it has been the opinion 


of all the learned old women in the 


country, fince the days of Popith 
ſuperſtition, that any perſon who 
{ces 
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ſees a ſpirit, faints at the fizht of a 

candle ; my mother-in-law, who did 

not want for credulity, applied re- 
ſtoratives to my mouth and noſtrils, 

but to very little ſeeming effect; I 

continued quite motionleſs, and in 

that poſture, ſuffered the maids to un- 
dreſs me, and put me in bed. 


My mother-in-law, in the mean 
time, diſpatch'd two expreſſes, one 
to the phyſician, and the other 
to my father, then at the aſſembly, 
and who inſtantly obeyed the ſum- 
| mons, but did not arrive as ſoon as 
| the doctor, who was in my bed- 
chamber when he entered, and was 
followed - by my mother, my ſiſter, 
and all the ſervants; who in reality 


were 


—— 
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638) 
were afraid to ſtay below; and a8 1 
roll'd my eyes about, I could plainly 
perceive they look d as if the ſpirit had 
14 been behind them. 


1 My father enquit'd the cauſe of all 
1 this, and they all attempted to explain 
g it at once, which made a Babylonian 


confuſion that was highly entertain- 
ing to me. 


Gp d--mn you all, faid my 
father, ſpeak one at a time, or II 
run my cane down ſome of your 
throats. My mother then gare: 
| circumſtantial detail of all ſhe knew 
| ' of the matter, and declared ſhe be- 
„ lieved the poor child had ſeen ſome 
| evil thing: Upon this I burſt out « 
laughing, 
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laughing, and continued it a full half 
hour till my ſpirits were quite ex- 
hauſted, which made a fit of weep- 
ing the leſs difficult to affect. My 
father, who had intervals of good- 
nature, or at leaſt could pretend to 
them before company, very ſeriouſly 


coniulted the phyſician what was to ; 
be done. b 


Tur doctor having very delibe- W 
rately felt my pulſe, adviſed ſome | 
blood to be immediately taken from 
me; upon this a ſurgeon was ſent for, 
who blooded me, and left me to take 
{ome reſt, | 


Tu next morning I was much 


better, but the doctor would pre- 
{cribe ſome medecines which I was 
obliged 
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(40) 
obliged to ſwallow, in order to ſave 
appearances ; tho' I was imparient 
to finiſh the farce, in order to get 
news of my ſpark; but would give 
no account of what had occaſioned my 
diſorder. 


FoRTUNE, who is frequently the 
foe of enterprizing geniuſes, had 
like to have overturn'd all the ma- 


+chinery of my brain: The young 
furgeon, not knowing the methods | 


I bad uſed to prevent a ſuſpicion of 
him, and being impatient at not 
feeing me, or hearing from me in 
two or three days, during which it 
was abſolutely neceſſary I ſhould 
confine myſelf to my room, wrote 
a letter which was unluckily deli 
ver'd 


1 — ” 
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ver'd to a creature of my mother's ;. 
but ſhe, like a prudent lady, ſent it 
back unopened, or elſe ſhe might 
thereby have unravell'd the whole 
myſtery; this circumſtance, ſhe 
thought proper to acquaint my fa- 
ther of; who, when he thought LI 
was able to come down ſtai:s, ſent 
for me, and addreſſed me in theſe 
terms: What fellow is this you, # 
E correſpond with? I aſſur'd him |, of 
could not comprehend his meaning; 4 
Pray, ſaid he to his wife, Did not | 
you tell me ſhe receiv'd letters? No, ' i 
my dear, but I told you a letter f j 
came, from whom I know not; 9 
and I thought it incumbent on me 

both to inform you of the matter, 

and to ſend the letter back uno- 

pen'd, || 
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pen'd. However, I was well pleayd 


to find things were no worſe, 
And. after attending a lecture not 
replete with the moſt elegant 
terms, from my vociferous pappe, 
blended with. threats of the ſevereſt 
puniſhment if I ever encourage 
any manner of courtſhip; I was di- 
miſs'd with a heart as light as a 
feather, to lay new ſchemes for the 
advancement of our future corre- 
ſpondence. | 


I Hap been ſome time tampering 
with our chambermaid, whom ] for 
that purpoſe permitted to ſleep with 
me, to give me her aid and aſliſt- 
ance; ſhe enumerated the hazards 
ſhe ſhou'd run in embarking in ſuch 
a cauſe; as being turn'd out of doors, 

| Cs 
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or ſent to the houſe of correction, 
if ſhe was diſcover'd; but withal 
told me, that if ſhe once undertook 
it, ſhe would go thro' with it. 


I PLAISLY underſtood this ſig- 
nificant If; which imply'd no more 
than the mock- doctor's alking for 
the ſymptoms, 3. e. the money; but 
J was not at that time miſtreſs of 
any, therefore was oblig'd for the 
preſent to ſuſpend further importu- 
nities. 


A DAY or two after, ſhe came 
into my chamber, with joy dancing 
in her eyes, and after carefully lock- 
ing the door behind her, cry'd, Here 
Miſs, here's ſomething will make 
you happy ; ſhe then pull'd from 

her 


. (44 ) 
ker breaſt a letter, which 1 raptu- 
rouſly received, and after enjoining 
: her to perpetual ſecreſy, began to 
' examine; Lord, madam, ſaid (lie, 
| the dear gontleman gave me half a 
| 
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guinea, and I am ſure that's more 
than any one in the houſe will do ex- 
cept yourſelf, 


I THouGHT the letter written 
with the elegance of an Addiſon, 
Joined to the paſſionate ſoftnels of 41 
F Ovid or a Sappho ; which lett ne = 
| room to doubt, that it was dict 
by a heart truly ſincere. 


I 8AT up all night to an{wer it, 

b and whatever defects might have 
been in my ſtile, I took care that 
no parts of it ſhould exceed the li- 
mits 
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mits of modeſty and moderation : 
Many letters from this zra conti- 
nued to paſs between us, and by the 
.means of the maid, a place was ap- 
pointed where we frequently me; till 
at length he put the grand queſtion 
to me, namely,-— Will you marry 
me? your father probably may not 
conſent to it, but it may be done in 
another manner ; and I am willing 
to truſt to his generoſity for a for- 
tune, when he knows how long and 
how tenderly I have loved you, and 
that the thing once done is irrevoca- 
ble. This was going an octave 
beyond my compaſs ; for tho” I loy'd 
adulation immenſely, I had by no 
means ſettled my affections on him, 


nor had I any 1erious intentions of 


becom- 
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becoming his wife, tho' his merit 
might juſtly entitle him to one in- 
finitely ſuperior: I therefore thought 
proper to break off the correſpon- 
dence, at leaſt, till he could find 
ſome method to perſuade my father 
into his opinion. 


AFTER this, tho' we frequently 
met at publick places, we never no- 
ticed each gther for a full year. 


IN the mean time, many advan- 
tageous matches for me were pro- 
pos'd both to my father and my- 
ſelf: but his parſimony on one fide, 
and my prudence on the other, 
prevented any of them from ſuc- 
.ceeding. 


AMONGST 


(47) 
AMONGST the reſt, I was ad- 
dreſs'd by Mr. A. then a young 


midſhipman, and now a worthy 


commander in the navy; whoſe for- 
tune and rank are infinitely above 
my preſent ſphere: This gentleman 
would likewiſe have married me, 
for better for worſe, without the 
conſent of my father; and tho* he 


was not then in a condition to have 


ſupported me ; yet I ſhou'd ſince 
have been amply recompenc'd for 
any little difficulties I might at that 
time have encounter'd, by having 
the full poſſeſſion of ſo brave and fo 
worthy a man. 


Tur firſt time I had the honour 
10 lee this gentleman was at a ball 
. given 


8 


* 
2 E 1 
— 88 —— ᷣ—— — —— p 


”- 


— oe” x + — — _— 


# 
. — — — — — 


3 


— c — — — 


— — —— —— 
. 


4 <6 "Rimes — — — — — — — a 


| 
A 
Cf 
i 
. 
1 
| 
| 


(48) 
given by the late unhappy adinir;, 
who fell a prey to popular fury. 


Tur admiral at that time, ſet up 
ms a candidate to repreſent the town 
of Plymouth in parliament, and up. 
on the occaſion gave a moſt ſplen- 
did entertainment; where we con- 
tinued dancing the whole night, du- 
ring which time Mr, A. was uy 
Pariner, 


By the ſagacity of our chamber- 
maid, who found her account in be- 


ing my confidant, an aſſignation was 


made for my meeting this young 
gentleman, at the houſe where my 
mother's children were nurſed ; but 


being at length obſerved by an od 


lady going into this houſe on a Sun- 
day, 


(49) 
day, inſtead of my going to church, 
and the ſame gentleman having been 
ſeen to enter ſome time before me; 
ſhe ſent for me, and after much ma- 
ternal advice to refrain from all cor. 
reſpondence with deceitful man, pro- 
miſed me ſhe would not inform my 
father (whoſe ſeverity ſhe knew) of 
what had paſſed, if I would faith= 
fully promiſe her, never to be guilty 
of the like for the future; I did, aud 
really ſaw him no more, as the ſhip 
he belonged to ſoon failed. 


PiryMouTH harbour was at that 
time, though the nation was in pro- 
found peace, ſtocked with a number 
of men of war; moſt of the com- 
manders had their families on board, 

Vor. I. D who, 


(30) 
who, I ſuppoſe, helped to make yy 
the ſhip's company; for my fathe: 
at leaſt I can vouch, whoſe children 
and ſervants were all failors; and i; 
was then ſaid of a very gallant ad. 
miral, that his daughter's pad wa 


rated on the ſhip's books as an able 
ſeaman. 


Tux reſort of ſhips added to the 
number and magnificence of our a 


ſembly ; it was held but once 


week, and the admiral's daughter 


was choſen queen there, whom at 
the expiration of her time I fuc- * 
ceeded : The election was by bal 
lot once in every three months, and 
this dignity was not to be con- 


ferred 


(s1) 
ferred on any lady who was not the 
daughter of a commander, 


Taxis compliment was paid to 
me, much againſt the inclination of 
my father, who had frequently de- 
clared that none of his family ſhould 
ever preſide there; but as I was ap- 
pointed a ſucceſſor by the admiral's 
daughter, and received by a majo- 


rity of votes, he could not decently 
oppoſe it. 


Tuo' I flattered myſelf with the 
hopes of unbounded liberty in con- 
ſequence of my preferment, which 
excited ſome ſparks of envy in the 


fair; I found myſelf deceived in 
this ſuppoſition, 
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paid his addreſſes to me about 


ſoon going abroad; my father was 


two months; during which ſpace, 


Paper. 
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And ne'er could gain permiſtior 
« to attend, 

% Except through ſome entreaties 
of a friend.” 


A You NG gentleman having 
this time, who it was known was 


made acquainted with it, and he 
very judiciouſly lock'd me up fcr 


I never ſaw a creature but the pe- 
fon who brought me viduals ; I was 
neither ſuffered to have pen, iK, c: 


As my truſty confidant the cham. 
bermaid had now left the family, 
and I could place no dependence 

| p'y 
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wy ſiſter, I was for ſome time at a 
loſs what inſtrument I ſhould make 
vie of on this occaſion. But a ſim- 
pleton of a girl, who was frequent- 
ly the bearer of my provender, 
ſcemed to me the moſt elegible for 
my purpoſe ; particularly as I had 
larned from her fellow-ſervants, that 
money was her deity; I therefore 
attacked her on the weak fide, and 
told her, if ſhe would deliver a meſ- 
ſage tor me, I would give her halt. 
2 crown ; and this I was then ena- 
bled to do, as I had an annual al- 
lowance from my father for cloaths. 


SAE performed her part with: 
great integrity, and at the hour E 
D 3. had. 
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had fixed the next evening, the gen- 
tleman arrived under my window, 
and gave the appointed ſignal. I ſtole 


the ſaſh ſoftly up, and tying mine 


and the maid's garters to one of my 
pockets, let it down, and ſoon drew 
it up again with a letter and all ap- 
purtenances for writing. 


As it was then currently reported 


about Plymouth, that my father was 


going to make me marry a rich 
old fellow who had grandchildren 
older than myſelf, and whoſe young- 
eft ſon was at that very time among 
the number of my ſuitors; my ſpark 
before he departed affix'd on our 
ſtreet-door the following lines as 
an admonition to me, which were 

found 
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found there the next morning by my 
father and his intended ſon-in-law, 
as they were going out a hunting. 


Let wealth ne'er terapt you to- 
abandon ſenſe, 
Nor knaves ſeduce you with a 
dull pretence. | 
Revere yourſelf, and conſcious of i 
your charms, | 
No dæmon take to thoſe angelic 1 
arms; | 
Succeſs at length ſhall on your 
vows attend, 
Where love's the motive, con- 
ſtancy the end. 


By the means of the myſtical 
pocket, our correſpondence was con- 
D 4. tinued 
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(56) 
tinued till the ſhip failed to which 
he belonged; yet 1 frequently heard 
from him afterwards when he lay 
at Portſmouth, and there addreſſed 
to him the following lines, occaſi. 
oned by his precipitate departure, 


Ere to thy cauſe or thee my 
heart inclin'd, 
Or love to B-— had attach'd 
my mind; 
In female joys I placd my fol 
delight, 
The morn was pleaſing, peaceful 


was the night. 
But now no interval of bliſs ] ee, 


My hopes, my pleaſures all are 


fled with thee. 
No 


657) 

No gen'rous: effort my complaints 
to hear, 

No figh to mitigate the ſtreaming 
tear. 

Oh wherefore ou; dſt thou truſt 
the aweful deep, 

Diſtract my ſoul, and give me cauſe 
to weep. 

To hardy ſeamen leave that doubt- 
ful ſtate, 

Nor truſt the winds with my im- 
pending fate. 


fear 

To loſe the object which they hold 
moſt dear; 

Methinks I ſee the veſſel mount 
on high, 


— — 


Methinks I ſee, for lovers always 
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Her trembling topmaſts blending 


with the ſky : 
Now down ſhe ſinks immerg'd in 
the profound, 


And wat'ry mountains form the 
proſpe& round: 


A ſudden pannick fills the failor's 


mind, 


Who ſuccour ſeeks, but ſeeks in 


vain to find. 

Reels too and fro, o'erwhelmed 
with his fear, | 
And like a drunkard ſtaggers here 

and there : 


One rope half pull'd, to t'other | 


rope he goes, 


Nor which to take, nor which to 


leave he knows. 


All 


C59 


help of man, 


the ſtorm,. 


With godlike preſence and ma- 
jeſtic form; 


face, 

Peculiar mark of thy accompliſh'd. 
race: 

Humbly, yet warmly, thou im- 
plor'ſt thy God, 

He hears—the waves are ſilenc'd 


at his nod. 


As ſoon as he left Plymouth, I 


was freed from my ſequeſtration, 
D 6 and 


All help ſeems vain, vain all the 


The laſt effort, tis only B— can. 
'Tis then 1 ſee thee bold amidſt 


A martial comelineſs adorns thy 


(6850 
and had once more permiſſion to 
go abroad. | 


I sHov'D have acquainted the 
reader, that before the young ſur. 
geon, formerly mentioned, was diſ- 
miſſed from his attendance on me, 
he took from my finger a diamond 
ring of ſmall value, which he de- 
clar'd ſhould never be return'd till 
T was his wife; as this was an event 
that I knew would never come round, 
I thought proper to write to him with 
all the indifference of a common ac- 
quaintance, defiring he wou'd reſtore 
the ring, and ſome letters he had for- 
merly received from me; he took this 
opportunity to write to me a molt 
pathetic anſwer; ſaid he was re- 

ſigned 
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signed to his fate, ſince it was my 
pleaſure that he would make no 
more tenders of- a heart, which 
however fincere in its attachments 
to me, and however reſolutely de- 
termined to perſevere in them to the 
laſt, ſhould ſooner forego all its 
functions, than give me a moment's 
pan; he therefore entreated one 


laſt meeting, at which, ſaid he, I. 


ſhall ſettle all worldly avocations. I 


remember he concluded with theſe 
lines of Lee's. 


« T've that within which baffles 
human art, 


«A burning fever, and a broken 
as! | 


You'll 
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( 62: 
You'll think, perhaps, I was a lit. 
tle obdurate, when I tell you, that 
F. was not much affected by this de- 
claration; nor ſhould I have con- 
ſented to give him a meeting, but 
on the account before recited ; my 
heart was a ſtranger to every ſen- 
ſation of love, except that which 
repreſented to my fancy the endear- 
ing image of the abſent B. with 
whom I had broken a piece of 
gold, as a contract of perpetual con- 
ſtancy, which I then held as facred 
as I do now matrimony, Add to 
all this, that the very ſame day the 
ſurgeon addreſs'd me, as I men- 
tion'd, I had. a long letter from 
Mr. B. 


IT. AGREED 
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I AGREED, however, to meet 
him at the houſe of an old ſer- 
vant, and found my deſpairing 
ſwain waiting for me; he de- 
livered me the ring with a wildneſs 
in his looks that a good deal alarm'd 
me: Here, madam, ſaid he, is your 
bauble; that is your property ; the 
letters are mine, while I continue to 
drag this hated exiſtence ; I thought 
you lov'd me; you gave me room 
to think ſo; but as you have been 
guilty of deceiving me, you ſhall 
rot go unpuniſh'd : Upon this he 
made to the room door and ſeem'd 
to faſten it, and pull'd ſomething 
ſtom his fide pocket, which I took 
for a piſtol; What, fays I, Is this 
your love to murder me? Terror 
Over-— 
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: (664) 
overcame me, I ſhriek'd out and 
dropt from my chair. in a fainting 
fit; when the people below ſtairs 
heard me cry out, they came up, 
and found that he had ty d up one 
of my arms, and was going to bleed 
me, which they prevented, and de- 
j clar'd he ſhould never enter their 
houſe again. When. I recovered 
{ a little, I found him at my feet 
with one of my hands claſped be. 
tween his, his head reclining on it, 
and the tears ſtreaming faſt from his 
eyes: My dear Kitty,. ſaid he, hear 
with compaſſion what I am going to 
offer, aſſure yourſelf it will be the 
laſt trouble I will ever give you, 
can you think I meant to injure the. 
divineſt part of the creation? or 

Denk 
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(65) 
« Scar that ſkin of your's more 
« white than ſnow, 
« And ſmooth as monumental 
t alabaſter.” 


I TotD him I ſuppoſed he car- 
ried piſtols about him for that pur- 
poſe ; he turn'd out his pockets, and 
demonſtrated, that what I took for 
a piſtol, was only his caſe of inſtru- 
ments, | 


Ix a few days, ſaid he, I ſhall be 
no more; the letters ſhall be the 
compantons of my ſolitude, till I 
am releaſed from a world that has 
now no charms for me; may you 
live to be happy in a more deſerving 
lover ; but this I am confident of, 

that. 


N 


666) 
that a purer, a more celeſtial flame 


beauty never kindled in a human 
breaſt. —After ſaying this, without 


waiting a reply, he abruptly left the 


apartment. On my return home, I 
found pity a more powerful advo- 
cate for him than all his perſuaſions 
had been; there was ſomething fo 
peculiarly expreſſive of love and de- 
ſpair in the laſt ſcene, that it almoſt 
conquered fidelity itſelf :. I flept 
none that night, and if ever I clog'd 
my eyes, I faw him weltering in 
blood before me; never did I 6 
impatiently long for returning day 
as upon this occaſion; I roſe at the 
firſt dawn of it, and diſpatched my 
confident to enquire after his health, 


who brought me word that he kept 
his 
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his bed, was in a high fever, and 
attended by three phyſicians : Oh, I 
would have given the wealth of 
worlds to have ſeen him or preſerved 
him; every inſtance of his tenderneſs 
and politeneſs then crowded into 
my memory.—1I forgot all diſguſt, 
forgot even the dear abſent youth, 
and all my ſoul was agitated between 
hopes and fears for the invalid. 


BuT alas! it was all in vain; 


reaſon, he called to his bed-fide 
a faithful friend, and, giving him 
2 {mall key, told him it belonged 
to a little India box then under 
his pillow : As ſoon, ſaid he, as 
the breath leaves me, bear it to 
my 


—— 
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for, after having an interval of 
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('68') 
my deareſt Kitty, and tell her, 
that with my dying breath I ble{- 
ſed her. From this period his 
diſorder encreaſed ; and, though all 
human methods were uſed for his 
recovery, he expired the next morn- 
ing in the arms of his friend, who, 
the day after his funeral, ſent me 
a letter, containing the heart-at- 


flicting news of his death, and en- 


treating I would appoint a place 
to ſee him, that he might deliver 
up ſomething he. had in truſt tor 
me. 


Soon after I received the box 
from him, containing all my letters, 
which 1 immediately committed to 
the flames. 


AFTER 


(69) 

AFTER indulging. the deepeſt 
melancholy for a conſiderable ſpace, 
determined to receive no more 
addrefles of courtſhip, from any 
perſon whatſoever, but patiently 
wait till the return of Mr. B. 
(whoſe letter I mentioned I had 
received) who was then at Jamai- 
ca. Indeed he took every oppor- 
tunity to write to me, and to ſend 
little collections of every thing he 
thought curious in that iſland, which 


were always encloſed to a particular 


friend of his at Plymouth, who 
found means, through the maid- 
lervant, to convey them to me. 


Mx. B. who was all impatience 


to return to England, by ex- 


changing 
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me at the aſſembly, and to en- 


(70) 


changing places with a brother t 
lieutenant of a man of war thy f 
was under failing orders for thi i 
purpoſe, obtained his wiſhes ; and f 
was ſometime in Plymouth he. f 
fore it reached the ears of my fa- tr 
ther. r: 
di 
Tux firſt information I had of + 
the joyful tidings, was at the al. W 
ſembly, where I happened to be 
the ſame night he came on ſhore; 
and was fingled out by the very ful 
gentleman who was the agent 0! far 
our literary correſpondence : He ly 
acquainted me, that he was juſt Car 
come from Mr; B. who had ar- __ 


neſtly requeſted him to look for 


treat 


(7) 
treat me to come to him if poſ- 
fible, as he was but a ſmall way 
from the place; becauſe, ſaid he, 
ſhould he appear in public, your 
father might renew his rigorous 
treatment of you, and Mr. B. had 
rather confine himſelf to his cabin 
during his continuance here, than 
occaſion a diſaſter ſo oppoſite to his 


wiſhes. 


SUCH a mixture of joy and con- 
futon, as theſe words excited in me, 
lure no poor girl ever experienced; 
| was then engaged as partner in the 
dance to a gentleman of ſtrict ho- 
nour and veracity, and concluded, 
that to make him a friend, would 

| be 
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bringing matters to a criſis. 


ter; adding, that if he would be 
ſo obliging to excuſe me, I would 


partner, feign yourſelf fick ; I took 


(72) 
be the moſt probable means «f 


I THEREFORE took him apart 
and candidly told him the whole mat. 


depute a much handſomer lady in 
my place; he anſwer'd, there is n 
time, madam, to be loſt in com- 
pliments, it is my pleaſure to pro- 


mote the felicity of young lovers; 


there ſtill remained an almoſt unſur— 


"mountable difficulty, as my father 


was at cards, but in the next room: 


How to apologize to him for my 
departure very much perplexed my 


imagination; pho, pho, fays my 


the 
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the hint, and was ſuddenly ſeized with 
the head-ach, and ſo great a ſwimming 
in my head, that it was impoſſible for 
-me to lead down the dance; my fa- 
ther being officiouſly told of this by 
my partner, ordered me home direct- 


ly, but with one mortifying circum- 


ſtance, that he ſent his ſervant to wait 


Tuis would entirely have fruſ- 
trated our moſt hopeful enterprize, 
had not a freſh ſtratagem occurred 
to me; my father ordered the foot- 
man who waited on us with the 


light (for my partner and Mr. B.'s. 


friend accompanied me) to return 
as ſoon as he had ſeen me ſafe, and 
attend on the reſt of the family. 

Vol. I. E I was 
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garden was a large ſummer-houſe 


(74) 

I was therefore undoubtedly muct 
recovered by the freſh air, and told 
the young gentlemen in French, that 
if they would ſtop a quarter of an 
hour on the parade, I would go home 
with the man, and return to them as 
ſoon as he ſet out for the aſſembly: 
did ſo, and the two gentlemen con- 
veyed me to my ſpark, who had 


given over all hopes of ſceing me that 
night. 


As time would not permit a long 
conference, I told him that there was 
on open field behind my father"; 
garden, and at the bottom of the 


with ſaſh'd windows; that if be 
would come under the window, at 
three 


— — . > - - 
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(75) 
free o'clock the next morning, I 
knew the maid-ſervant would be at 
at that time ironing there, and that if 
found it poſſible to win her over to 
my purpoſe, I would be punctual as 
to time and place; he bid me leave the 
maid to him, he knew how to ſecure 
her good offices. 


Wurd theſe preliminaries were 
ſettled, I returned to the aſſembly ; 
ſaid my diforder was quite diſſi- 
pated by walking, and I preferred 
coming there to moping at home 
by myſelf, or going to bed ; which 
anſwered all my purpoſes exactly, 
and I went home with the family 
as uſual, Leſt I ſhould miſs the ſti- 
pulated hour, I never went to bed, 


E 2 but 


(70) 

but throwing on a looſe night-gown, 
fat reading a romance till paſt two; 
at that time I awakened the maid, 
and pretended to be very atliduquz 
about my father's linen; I faid it 
had not of late been properly got 
up, and therefore, they muſt be 
ironed under my own inſpection; 
for as yet I thought it not ſafe to 
give her any hint of my real mo- 
tive, leſt ſhe ſhould take it in her 
head to alarm the family before 1 
could have another fight of him; 
for that on the preceding night was 
ſo ſhort and inconcluſive, that it ap- 
peared rather like a pleaſant dream 
than reality. 


| -” © Waire I left her buſtling about 


the linen, I poſted to the rendes- 
YOu: 


D 
wus (namely the ſummer houſe) 
and had no ſooner open'd the win- - 8 
dow, but I perceived Mr. B. and we | 
his friend at ſome diſtance; they IK | 
were ſhortly in the room with me; 1 
and to my great ſurprize, had each j 
of them a caſe of loaded piſtols ; [ 
they accounted for it by telling me {| 
the danger of being out at ſuch a- hi 
lonely hour, and that too in the 
month of February; that they 
brought arms only to guard them 
from being robbed or Ul-treated. 
Soon after the maid entered, whoſe 
ſurprize at ſeeing the two cavaliers, 
was ſuddenly huſhed to filence and 
reſpet, by Mr. B.'s ſlipping a guinea 
'nto her hand. 


E 3 The 


(78) 

«© The perquiſite ſoften'd her in. 
« to conlent, 

« That maxim with all is pre- 
„ valling.” 


From which moment ſhe commenced 
the moſt zealous promoter of ou; 
| intereſt ; tho' it was not without muc}: 
. difficulty ſhe was prevailed on to ac. 
F cept of the quietus, for ſhe declared 
| gold could not biaſs her one way or 
| the other; but. that in. this ſhe was 
actuated by unfeigned eſteem to ren- 
der me every ſervice within the com- 
paſs of her poor abilities; and the 
honourably adhered to her profeſſions 
during her life, which continued but 
a ſhort ſpace. 


= 


(79) 
As there is ſomething really un- 
common and almoſt incredible in 
her ſtory, it will poſſibly entertain 
my readers, who may take my word 
that I have not aggravated a ſingle 


point, 


I For a long time, admired with 
what an intenſe aſſiduity, ſhe not 
only ſeconded every effort of our's 
for meeting ; but likewiſe ſtruck our 
new ſyſtems of her own, to forward 
our buſineſs: She was always pre- 
{ent when we were together, as well 
for decency's ſake, as to keep a look 
out, and prevent a ſurptize. 


Ir Mr. B. ever miſſed a day in 
his attendence, ſhe never failed to 
E 4 
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(8) 
preſs me to write to him, and would 
even dreſs herſelf in ſome of my 
brother's cloaths that lay in my 
room, to be herſelf the meſſenger: 
She has frequently after the fatigues 
of the day, fat up till midnight, to 
accompany me, while I have been 
writing to him, and always ſecured 
me a punctual anſwer, where an in. 
terview was the next day appointed, 
But Mr. B. could never prevail on 


her to accept of any gratuity for her 
pains after the firſt time. 


PexHAPs I ſhould never have 
diſcovered the true cauſe of her at- 
tachment to our fortunes, had ſhe 
not ſometime after been viſited with 
fckneſs ; the phyſician who was con- 

ſulted, 


(8190 


2. conſumption, and adviſed her as 
the only poſſible means of recovery, 
to go immediately into the country, 
which the reluctantly conſented to. 


was to be paid off; and I could not 
upon this occaſion almoſt diſtracted ; 


nim more. 


Tur night before her departure 
{or the country, the begged I would 
In up in my room till the family 
were gone to bed, and ſhe would 
wait on me, having ſomething par- 
E 5 ticular 


ſilted, declared,” ſhe was far gone in 


— 
1 


Ms. B. was at that time obliged 
to go to Spithead, where his ſhip 


nelp obſerving, that the poor girl was 


or I know {faid ſhe) I ſhall never ſee 
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(82) 
ticular to impart ; I accordingly did 
ſhe entered the room with a mot 
alarming dejection of countenance, 
and was ſome moments before ſhe 
had. the powers of ſpeech: -I am 
now, Miſs (ſaid ſhe) very certain 
I: ſhall never ſee you more; and 
have only as my laſt requeſt to e. 
treat that you will write to Mr, g. 
and tell him, with my duty and bf 


wiſhes for his welfare, I am pon: 


home to die; to reſign that life that 


afforded no pleaſure but while 
was employed in your mutual ſer 
vices ;---adviſe him from a poor filly 
broken hearted girl, not to end 
any letters to you till he hears from 
me ;---tell him if I could wiſh to: 
life, that wiſh! would only be in- 

ſpiced 


(83) 
ſpired by a hope to ſee you hap- 


pily united in marriage — tell him. 


{ have. a brother, whom I ſtrenu-- 
ouſly entreat he will take into his. 
ſet vice. 


IINSTANTTIX fat down to write. 
her ſentiments to him, in order that 
ſhe herſelf might witneſs I had 
omitted no circumſtance of her de- 
fire, I read over what I had writ- 
ten, which ſhe attended to with 


an apparent tranquillity. When 1 


had ſealed it up, ſhe roſe from her 
chair in a tranſport of grief, em- 
braced my neck, and poured her ſor- 


rows upon my boſom :;—Oh Miſs!. 


(laid ſhe) can't you perceive there is 


{till a ſomething unrevealed ;—ſtill 
E 6 a ſome- 


r. 
a ſomething that muſt out, tho my. 
heart-ſtrings- burſt while I relate it 
1 told her to procced, to I was all 
„ 


FiRsT then (ſaid ſhe) pray pro- 
miſe me your unlimited forgiveneſ 
and next, aſſure me upon your ho- 
nour, and as you hope for temporal 
and eternal felicity, that you'll never 
diſcloſe what I now tell you till! 
am in the duſt ;—no, let my folly 
and vanity be buried with my bo- 
dy ; nor let my aſhes be infulted for 
2 virtuous, tho' ambitions love. 


Know then, dear Miſs, that 
long before I ever ſaw you, I had 
cammenced an affection that would 
other- 
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otherwiſe have been more unpardon- 
able than what it may now appear. 
Mr. B. frequently din'd and flept 
at the houſe of my former maſter in 
the dock- yard; I there unfortunate- 
ly faw and admired him; his affa- 


bility and genteel deportment to all 


degrees of people, excited a regard 
that time or abſence could never 
obliterate. — It was upon hearing 
that he courted you, I made intereſt 
to be your father's ſervant ; for tho”. 
my love was as hopeleſs as it was 
unaccountable, I imagined that the 
frequent fight of him would give 
eaſe to my heart, of enable me to 
conquer my fate by a noble reſiſt» 
ance.” Far otherwiſe it has proved, . 

fox 


— — — 
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(86 ) 
for. the perpetual conflict between. 
my eſteem for you, and my prepoſ- 
ſeſſion to him, hath at length over- 
whelm'd my ſpirit, decreas'd my op- 
petite, and brought me to the verge 
of eternity. 


DuRING the courſe of this af— 
fecting narrative, the tears ſtreamed 
inceſſantly from my eyes; and dear- 
ly as I loved Mr. B. I would gladly 
have become an advocate in her fa- 
vour, if. I thought it would have ſav'd 
her life. 


Hap ſhe not extorted a ſolemn 
promiſe from me, never to acquaint 
Mr. B. of what had paſſed till after 
her diſſolution, I abſolutely would 
have uſed all the rhetoric in my 


power 


rennen 
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(87) 


wrote a kind letter to her. 


Ir was now paſt three o' clock 
in the morning, when ſhe ſat on my 
bed-ſide, and her poor dejected ſpi- 
rits ſeemed more calm than uſual; 
having diſburthened- the weight that 
opprefſed them ; when ſuddenly ſhe 


fell backwards in a fainting fit; 1 


was moft dreadfully alarmed, and 
more ſo, as I thought her dead; 
and dead almoſt myſelf to think 
„ her ſo;“ I applied my hand to 
her forehead, and found her quite 


cold, inanimate, and motionleſs ; . I 


dared not to call for aſſiſtance, nor 
could I give her any ; till providence 
directed me to ſearch her pockets, 

wherein 


power to have perſuaded him to have 
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T 88) 
"tins I found a bottle of hart... 
horn drops, theſe J applied to her 
noſtrils, and found to my unſpeak- 
able. joy, the ſigns of returning 
life : I mixed ſome drops in a glaſs 
of water,, and made her drink it 
which perfectly recovered her, and 
enabled her to get to her bed, which 
was on the ſame floor with my 
chamber, where I attended and co- 
vered her up, conjuring her not to 
come again into my room, till ſhe 
returned from the country, as there 
were many ſpies upon my actions, to 
whom no cauſe of ſuſpicion ſhou!d 
be given. 


Tux next morning her parent; 
came for her, and carried her to 
their 


—— —— 
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theit houſe about four miles in the 
country; but the poor girl was fo. 
weak, and ſo much emaciated, that 
ſhe was a Whole day upon the road, 
where it was thought ſhe weuld 
| have expired. | q 


Tu brother ſhe recommended 
to Mr. B. was a feaman on board 
the ſhip he belonged to; who, up- 
on receiving my letter, immediately 
complied with Molly's requeſt; and i 
ſhe had the pleaſure to hear it by a | | 
line from her brother the ſucceeding 
poſt: Her mother afterwards told 
me it greatly contributed. to her ſa- 
tisfaction, and as the old woman 
expreſſed it, made her die eaſy.” 


SHE 


('go ) 

SHE lived but three weeks after 
ſhe left us, and a day or two befor, 
her demiſe expreſs'd fo great a defir 
to ſee me, that her poor aged mo- 
ther undertook to prevail on my fe. 
ther to let me viſit her;; but all ſh: 
could ſay had no effect on a heat 
callous to the impulſes of pity, and 
when ſhe found all her eloquence in. 
effectual, ſhe kneel'd and wept at hi 
feet, whilſt he fat motionleſs, 


© Like Patience on a monument, 
* Smiling at Grief.” 


And conceiving it was ſome conti. 
vance to bring me abroad for an amo. 
rous purpoſe, perſiſted unſhaken in 
her refuſal, and diſmiſs'd the goo! 


old woman with a ſorrowful heart. 


Mz: 


('91') 
My father, to prevent the poſſi- 
bility of my ſeeing poor Molly, put 
me under cloſe reſtriction, till he 
heard of her death, upon which 
] was ſet at liberty; and, as he 
was. obliged. to leave the town, I 
got a young lady to intercede with 
my mother-in-law for permiſſion to - 
go two miles into the country with 
her, and by that means obtained an 
opportunity of attending. the funeral 
of this martyr to Cupid, which was 
performed with great decency and 
ſolemnity, myſelf and the young 
lady array'd in white, with two 
chers, being ſupporters of the pall; 
at which all the village virgins at- 
tended, ſtrewing flowers as they 
paſted... 
I 'couLD 


far I have ſucceeded, I leave my 


( 92). 

I covrD not upon this occaſion. 
but make one eſſay to expreſs my 
concern for her in numbers ; how 


readers to judge. 


The village maids their garlands 
bring, 
And April's treaſures ſhed, 
The choiceſt ſweets . of new bor 
ſpring, 
Lie penſive o'er her head. 


Like them a virgin bloom ſhe knew, 
Like them as ſoon declin'd, 
For love-impair'd her roſy hue, 
And grief depreſs d her mind. 


O born to more exalted fate, 
Thy abſence we bemoan ; 
Not all the ſplendor of the great, 


In half thy brightneſs ſhone. 
Thy 


693) 
Thy honeſt heart, thy friendly ſoul, 
Unbiaſs'd and unbought, | 4 
Let love be agent thro' the whole, © 
And honour guide each thought. 
PE 


'Twas great, 'twas noble to aſpire, N 

Twas glorious een to fall, 4 
You lov'd the youth whom all admire; 
And fell belov'd of all. 


Wren my mind had a little re- 
laxation from reflecting on the death 
of this invaluable creature, I began 
to ruminate on ways and means to 


. 
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continue my correſpondence with 
Mr. B. at leaſt by letter. While I 
was under this perplexity his ſhip 
arrived from Spithead, but he was 
then under failing orders for the 
Streights, and the ſhip had only 

1 put 


7 

x 

* 
i 
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As 


. pit into our port to join ſome othen 


ſervant who had lived with my fa 


"ſhillings, ſoon obtained a fight df 


of fact. 
of her ſentiments, and the integrity 


lents for her obſcure condition © 


(94) 


of the ſquadron on the fame dc. 
nation. 


 Tnroven the interpoſition of x 


ther forty years, and to whom at hi; 
death he bequeatb'd a handſome le- 
gacy, I, for the advancement of fue 


Mr. B. I related to him all the ad- 
venture of Molly, without adding to 
or diminiſhing from the plain matter 


He was amazed at the ſublimity 


of her ſoul, and ſaid, I ever look'd 
on her, as one of uncommon ta- 


life : 


(95) 
life; but for all our ſakes it was 
better ſhe ſhould be out of her 
miſery; for had ſhe made her 
complaint to me, I ſhould have 
been at a loſs 'how to at. He 
likewiſe -acquainted me, that he 
had got her brother inſtructed in 
writing, arithmetic, - navigation and 
geography. He afterwards made 
him his clerk, and in a few years, 
by his intereſt, he was appointed 
purſer of a man of war, fo that his 
adyancement and ſucceſs was more 
rapid in its progreſs, than his ſiſter's 


moſt ſanguine expectations could 
have pictured them, 


He enjoyed his employment with 
anblemiſhed reputation -for many 
years 
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( 96") 
Wo years; during which he continued 
1 like the ſtork to ſupport his dif. 
FY bled and infirm parents, till he wa, 
3 at. length, taken off at Jamaica by 
J. a yellow fever, and left them the 

bulk of his fortunate acquirements. 


Ju 


Mr lover continued at Plymouth 
| five or fix weeks, waiting a fair 
1 wind; he then failed, and was out df 

| England four years; in that ill-fated 
interval I married, not for love in- 
deed, but to avoid the perſecutions of 

a too rigid father, whoſe behaviour 

was inſupportable, and ſuch as 1 had 
much rather the reader would gueſs 
at, from the ſketches I ſhall inter- 
ſperſe, than I ſhould attempt further 

to illuſtrate. | 


] 5HALL 


19 

15HALL in the mean time give a 
juſt account of the raſh ſtep that 
gave riſe to my ſucceeding miſeries. 


Ix the firſt place, with regard to 
my immoveable attachment to Mr. 
B. I applied myſelf to a grave ſen- 
fible old gentleman, of whoſe un- 
derſtanding my father entertained a 
great opinion. I acquainted him 
with my whole courſe of love, and 
of a contract made between Mr, B. 
and myſelf, by breaking a piece of 
gold, and each retaining one half: 
I defired he would take an opportu- 
nity to break the matter to my fa- 
ther, and ſee if he could be wrought 
on to give his conſent, that I ſhould 

Vo“. I. F marry 
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marry Mr, B. at his return from the 
Streights. „ 


Ir ſeems my father's firſt objec. 
tion to this match was my haviny 
been too young when I was fil 
courted, but that was now removed, 
by our ſubmiſſion to wait his time; 
the articles I requeſted the old gen- 
tleman to obtain for me, were only 
theſe. 


Tur till he thought proper to 
give his final conſent, he would 
permit us to correſpond by letters; 


| ( | that every letter I wrote, as well 
| thoſe I received, ſhould firſt be ſub- 


1 mitted to his peruſal, and that wh 
x Mr. B came inte the port, he one 


be 


(99) 
be allowed to viſit me in , 
with my parents. 


Tux next day I was not a little 
pleaſed to find that my father had 


brought the old gentleman to din- 


ner with him; depend on it, I was 
impatient till the cloth was taken 
away, to withdraw with my mother 
and ſiſter, that my advocate might 
have room to plead. 


I1 was ſo anxious to know my 


deſtiny that I clapp'd -my ear cloſe 
to the parlour door, but could not 
diſtinguiſh more, than that my fa- 
ther raiſed his voice to a great pitch, 


and the other's was very mild and 
| mellifluent. 
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(100) 
LSsT 1 ſhould be catched at 
this work, I thought proper to ſuſ- 
pend my curioſity, and to keep up 
my ſpirits with hope, till I had ano- 
ther interview with my friendly 
ſollicitor. 


Tu next afternoon I waited on 
him at his houſe; he opened the 
door himſelf, and by the joy in 
his countenance, and extreme po- 
liteneſs in his manaer of receiving 
me, I promiſed myſelf a whole 
budget of comfortable news ; but 1 
| / was too: precipitate in my conclu- 
ſions; for he began acquainting 
me, that he had ineffeQtually uſcd 
all his rhetoric with my father ; that 
he had declared, he would give no 


fortune 


(101) 
fortune with any of his children 
while he lived, but that thoſe who 


to their merits. 


B. was the ſon of a gallant admiral, 
yet as he had now only his lieute- 
nant's pay for ſubſiſtence, he ſup- 
poſed he would not be ſuch a mad- 


but he had a ſtill more cogent rea- 
fon to advance, viz; that the admi- 
ral and he had neyer been on good 


had a deeply rooted antipathy to 


him, How good,—--how charita- 
ble,—-how chriſtian—-this declara- 


ſurvived him, ſhould have according. 


He further ſaid, that tho' Mr. | 


man to take a girl without money; 


terms together, and he therefore 


every creature that belonged to- 


tion! O ſhame, where is thy bluſh ! 
E 2; Wurx. 


meane, Miſs, you will 
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Wren 1 found your father (con- 
tinued my friend) ſo obdurate, tho! 
he had not the leaſt idea that | 
was ſet on by you, I told hin 
I thought it was quite proper that 
his reſolutions on that head ſhould 
be communicated to you, either hy 
himſelf or ſome friend; he threw 
the taſk upon me; and if I might 
2dviſe you in this caſe, it would be 
to write once more to Mr. B. tell 
him judiciouſly what you have to 
truſt to, and if he perſiſts in hi; 
conſtancy againſt all obſtacles ; if not- 
withſtanding your father's mercena- 
ry declarations, he ſtill ſollicits « 
marriage, I confeſs I would recom- 
mend it to you to have him; by this 


cat! Play 


e 4 
— Play the touchſtone; 
« And try if he is current gold 
indeed.“ 


If he is found otherwiſe, endeavour 
to wean your inclinations-from him 
and not to fix them on any object that 
has not the approbation of your 
father, 


Tn1s theory from a ſage was 
good, but hard to be reduced to 
practice by a romantic girl, 


YET I followed his counſel, and 
thro' the means of lieutenant W. 
who had formerly been very uſeful in 
tranſmitting my letters to Mr. B. 
and who ſome few years after mar- 
ried a fiſter of that gentleman's, I 

F 4 found 
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found an opportunity of getting my 
epiſtle ſafely conveyed : That pen. 
tleman's merit afterwards entitled 
him to a flag, and the eclat he made 
in the unhappy affair of admiral }, 
muſt incline every perſon as wel! a8 
myſelf to regret his not longer ſur. 
viving to enjoy thoſe honours, which 
the exertion of his abilities in de- 


fence of his country ſo juſtly made 
him the heir of. 


BuT to proceed; in proceſs of 
time I received from Mr. B. by this 
gentleman, a long letter, which | 
thought he delivered with an unu- 
ſual degree of reſerve; he requeſted 
I would look it over before we 
parted, —1 did ſo; and found it to 

contain 
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contain all the tenderneſs of an af- 
fectionate huſband, blended with all 
the flowers of refined elocution; yet 
notwithſtanding there was a certain 
formality in the ſtile that plainly in- 
dicated a decreaſe of fondneſs on 
his part: this remark I could not 
avoid communicating to Mr. W, 
2s ſoon as a few: tears qualified me 
for utterance. 


I ToLD him that all the elegance 
of the ſtile of the letter made with 
me no compenſation for a certain 
diſtant reſpect; I obſerved in it the 


courtly harbinger of coolneſs and 
diſzuſt. 


He faid all that good- nature and 
good. manners could inſpire to diſ- 
E 3 ſipate 


: P rr 


— — hey 


; wa — — u er EE CCC CY Sens ERS — — 


6106) 
ſipate my apprehenſions, and added, 
that in the ſame pacquet with my 
letter, there had been one for n 
old friend Mr. S. and defired me. 
at leaſt to ſuppreſs my fears, till 1 
had adviſed with that any upon 
them. 


Mx. W. attended me to my fi- 
ther's door, and there reſpecifully 
took his leave, but left me with 
heart the molt uneaſy that imegi- 
nation can Conceive, or uncert:in- 
ty inſpire in a mind naturally ten. 
cious of love concerns. 


'T Took the letter to bed with 
me, read it over and over, expreſled 
the phraſes and epithets in all the .. 
riety of reading, but till found 


{0me 
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ſome new cauſe of grief, till hàving- 
fretted and deſponded till I was quite 
drowſy, I fell into a ſlumber, and 
had ſo extraordinary a dream, that I. 
cannot help reciting it. 


IIuAOGIN ED myſelf coming from. 
church, and that I was accoſted on 
the way by an .old gentleman, who- 
aſked me if I choſe to take a ſurvey 
of the goods that were to be ſold. 
by auction: I was ſurprized at the. 
queſtion, as the gentleman to whoſe 
houſe he referred was thought to be 
in great circumſtances ; without aſk- 
ing any more queſtions, I imagined 
he conducted me into a ſpacious 
dining- room; here the firſt object 
he pointed out to me was a clock 

F 6 eaſe, 
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caſe, I opened the door and ſaw Mr. 


B. ſtanding within dreſſed in blue 
and gold; I gave him a pull to 
draw him out, and that inſtant his 
body ſeemed to ſhrink through the 
cloaths, which were ſtill obvious t9 
my ſight.— I don't recolle& chat 
was terrified at this event, but ſee. 
ing none in the room but myſelf 
and my conductor, I aſked him 
where were the people to attend 
the ſale; he told me, they were not 
yet come, and then led me into 
another apartment, where I diſco- 
vered a coffin placed on two ſtool; 
and upon lifting up the lid perceived 
it to be Mr. B. But ſtill 1 was nt 
terrified, —I was contemplating the 
body with earneſtneſs, when {ud- 
den 


(109) 4 
denly a ſnake jump'd from it, twiſted 1 
round my arm, and ſtung me; up- 
on this I ſhriek'd out and awoke, 
and as Richard ſays, though but a 
dream, it was ſo alarming , that | 4 


« Cold drops of ſweat hung on my | 
« trembling joints, 1H 

% My blood grew chilly, and I froze 
e with horror.” 
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I HAVE mentioned, that Mr. 
W. adviſed me to ſee a letter 
ſent by Mr. B. to my old friend 
Mr. S. before I indulged any ſuſ- 
picions of my lover's inconftancy, for 
which purpoſe I waited on Mr. 8. 
the ſucceeding afternoon, and was 
received with an eaſe and affability 
almoſt peculiar to himſelf. After 
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tea was over, he requeſted: me 9 
take a turn or two 1n his garden, ang 


there ſpoke to the following effect. 


You. have received a letter lately 
from M. B. yes Sir, ſaid I, and hay. 
ing had the ſame night a moſt fright- 
ful dream about him, I was quite 
wh vneaſy till I could certainly be in- 
formed by you whether he is living 
1 or dead; I then told him my dream, 
at which he laughed very heaitily , 
no child, ſaid he, Mr. B. is extreme- 
ly well, and if you'll promiſe to be- 
have with that fortitude of mind 
that becomes a lady of your under- 
ſtanding, you ſhall ſee one that ! 
have receiv'd, and ſhall yourſelf con- 
feſs with me, that he is a man «& 

: ſupet- 
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ſuperlative honour, - good - ſenſe and 
diſcretion. 


ww. 
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He then ſhewed me the epiſtle, 
wherein he had expoſtulated ſenſi» 
bly on the great inconveniences that 
would-attend his marrying me with- 
out a fortune, when he had not at 
preſent one himſclf ;——he. hoped I 
would not impute his writing in 
that manner to the leaſt diſregard 
but he had often weighed with him- 
ſelf the many misfortunes he might 
involve me in thro' the diſpleaſure 
of my father; he aflured me with 
the greateſt energy, of the love and 
eleem he hore me, to convince 
me of which, if it would. in. the 
leaſt contribute to my happineſs or 
tranquil- 
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tranquillity of mind, he would ge. 
ver marry Whilſt he lived. 

To have heard of his death at 
that inſtant, would not have ſhock d 
me half ſo much as ſeeing he had 
made ſuch a reſolution; though ! 
muſt now confeſs, having ſeen a lit- 
tle more of the world, that I think 
he acted upon the higheſt prin. 
ciples of honour and prudence. This 
proved not only an. utter diſappoint- 
ment to my inclinations, but a real 
concern to me for ſome time, and 
had I not been miſtreſs of uncom- 
mon vivacity, I might have been 25 
great a ſufferer as poor Molly wes 
before me. 


Bor 
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Bor be that as it may; I had 
{me time after another courtier; in BY. 
the naval line to be ſure; the young 1 
gentleman I allude to, was then a 
midſhipman, but had much greater 1 
pretenſions in point of fortune, than 
any of the former; he wanted im- 
mediately to marry me without a 
fortune, or even the conſent of my 
father; and offered to ſettle. three. 
thouſand pounds on me; which laſt 
particular he got repreſented to my 
father by a friend ; but he, accord- 
ing to his uſual diſpoſition, refuſed: 
his acquieſcence with this generous 
otter; and in order to put an ef- 
fectual ſtop to our intercourſe, ſent 
me four miles. out of town, to the. 
houſe 
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Houſe of one Mr. S. where I con- 
tinued 


« Till afar off the veſſel fail'd awar, 
„ That all my hopes of heppin.6 
© contain'd. * 


But previous to it, notwithſtanding 
all my father's care. and circum. 
ſpection, we frequently. ſaw each 
other, and continued to correſpond 
till he embark'd, and afterwards dicd 


in his paſlage. 
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Ir ſhould ſeem by what 1 have 
been writing, that theſe were the 
memoirs of a diſappointed old maiden, 
who to extort an opinion that {i 
was once agreeable, tells you tht 
variety of conqueſts ſhe has made, 


4 
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« But now 1s ſtripp'd of all her 
« olories, 
« And condemn'd to tell old ſtories, 
« To her unbelieving friends.” 


Ne 


But why may not the true ſtory 
of Catherine Yeo, who abſolutely 
does exiſt, divest as much, allow- 
ing for the different abilities of the 
authors, as thoſe of Miſs Pamela, 
Andrews, or Miſs Clariſſa Harlowe, 
who never had- any local habitation 
except in the happy fancy of their 
admirable author, whoſe characters 
of virtue and conſtancy are the na- 
tive children of his truly benevolent 
foul? As I have taken the freedom 
to. mention this worthy gentleman 
awd his writings, I ſhall venture to 
trouble 


( 116 ) 
trouble my readers with a little cs 


of mine produced by the peruſal of 
the latter, tho' I never had the much 


defired felicity of converſing with the 
former. 


Ode to the author of Pamela, Gran» 
diſon and Harlowe, 


While from thy pen's angelic ſource 
Sublimeſt morals flow, 


To ſtop each mad licentious courſe 


And heav'n-born virtue ſhew: 


Thro' each illumin'd well-wrought 
page, 
While pow'rful nature glides, 
And ev'ry ſcene on life's great ſtage, 
A pleas'd review abides : 


Say 


Fi 
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Say, Richardſon, what wond'rous art 
Such ſentiments inſpire ? 
duch bright celeſtial ſtrokes impart, 
Of ſympathetic fire ? 


Sure from the realms of holy light 
Some cherubim deſcends, 

Afiſting dictates what you write, 
And ſacred influence lends, 


It muſt be ſo, no Delphic ſhrine, 
No Sybil yet of old, 
Such great important truths as thine, 
Prophetically told. 


Of ſoff' ring virtue here we find, 
Some elocuſive tale; 

Fit to alarm a gen'rous mind, 
And bid the tear prevail. 


Life's 
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Life's gaudy pomp, the proud many 
boaſt, 
Here too is finely drawn, 
Prov'd but an anxious toil at mof}, 
Where comforts rarely dawn. 


m 
Each hallow'd maxim you lay doyy, 
To this juſt period bend, 
Virtue perpetu'l honours crown, dc 
And vice all ills attend, 40 
Fd ole fr 
My next admirer was the fon 0: tl 
an eminent tradeſman, who-ſurpal:' ti 
in riches all his cotemporaries : but a} 
as I was too giddy and romantic te 
to ſet the ſmalleſt value on a conh- p 
deration of that nature, I fat down I 
to take his perſon and abilities t© V 
pieces in “ my mind's eye; and 4 


found 


Ae 


) NN 
ſonnd each fo utterly fall ſhort of 1 
that ſtandard of perfection which I = 
had determin'd to make the touch- 4 
ſtone of all my admirers, that I could \ 1 
not poſhbly think of making him | 
my ſpouſe elect. 


doing ſomething to keep me out of Ll 
idleneſs; I tolerated him to ſee me 
frequently at the houſe of my fa- | 
ther's old man ſervant formerly men- un 
tioned ; but Qill treated him with = 
an unaccountable rudeneſs and con- — 
tempt; for which I am now a real n= 
penitent ; for had I been but world- | 
ly enough to have ſuppreſſed my 
want of regard, and to have acted | 
like the modern young ladies, I | 
might 


[ 
HowEVER, as I loved ſtill to be : | 
: 
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might now have been driven in z 
coach and ſix, inſtead of driving my- 


ſelf a quill. 


Bur could I have ſurmounted 
my natural fcruples to him, there 
was ſtill a religious one to overcome; 
namely, we were of different per- 
ſuaſions; a moſt potent argument 
where ſome excuſe was decently 
neceſſary: I had been educated in 


the church of England, and he wa. 
brought up a rigid Preſbyterian ; but 


tho', when I mentioned theſe parti- 
culars, he declared (and I believe 
very ſincerely) that he would never 
oppoſe my inclinations, either with 
regard to myſelf, or my children; 
yet it was a plauſible pretext for 

breaking 


(22x 3 
breaking off an intercourſe that was 
quite ickſome to me. 


I ſhould inform my readers that 
this laſt courtſll ip was carried on while 
] was at the houſe of Mr. 8. four 
miles from Plymouth, where I was 
alſo conſtantly viſited by a gentle- 
man, who, tho' old enough to be my 
grandfather, had ſo coltiſhh a diſ- 
poſition as to court me, but un- 
known to the family; and took it 
into his head that I was to be won 


with the epithets of—pretty Miſi— 


and fine young lady; he was per- 
petually preſenting me with ſugar- 
plumbs, ſweet-meats, and ſuch bau- 
bles, as might gain very well upon 
the heart of a child, but tho” I 
Vor, I. G deigned 
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deigined to receive them, the doating 
donor was the everlaſting object «f 
my diſdain and contempt : The old 
ridiculous gait, „ the increaſing 
« belly,” the decreaſing leg, and al 
the marks of blaſted antiquity, af. 
forded a ſcene of comic mimickry, 
to all my young companions, the 
moment he withdrew. 


Bur how dangerous it is to pla 
with edge tools the event will ſhew; 
I really conceived I might as fafcly 
venture with this man, as with my 
ſiſter, or grandmother; or indced, 
as the virtuous maid did, who 
went to comfort king David, and 
lie at his back, when there ws 
no other probability of preſerving 
his liſe. 
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Fok this reaſon, I made no ſcru- 
ple of walking or riding out with 
him whenever he defired it; and 
he always behaved towards me with 
the greateſt modeſty, reſpect, and 
tenderneſs. 


One day however he perſuaded 
me to go out upon the Moor to a 
place called Mavey ; he faid it was 
a tenant's houſe, and we might 
there have a rural treat : I readi- 
ly yielded to the propoſition, nor 
could it enter into my heart to 
ſuppoſe that he had any unchaſte 
deſigns. 


Wurrn we were ſhown into a 
room, he called for ſome ſhrub and 


G 2 Malaga, 
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Malaga, which he blended in x 
punch-bowl ; this he told me was 


the fineſt cordial in nature; but as 


J had an utter deteſtation to all 
ſtrong liquors, it was not without 
difficulty, he prevailed on me to 
drink half 'a glaſs of this com- 
pound plentifully cooled with ſpring 
water. The old fox imagining that 
ſpirits were on his part wanting, 
to complete his diabolical ſcheme, 
drank two or three bumpers ſuc— 
ceſſively, and uſed all the language 
he was maſter of to entice me to 
follow his example; but maugre 
all his efforts, I peremptorily te- 
faſed it, and defired to go home: 
My pretty Miſs, ſaid he, ſure you 


can't be in a hutry, you are with 


the 
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the only man that idolizes your 
beauty and your merit; my whole 
fortune, which is not inconſidera- 
ble, I'll throw at your feet; you 
ſhall vie in grandeur with any prin— 
cels in Chriſtendom, if you will 
but indulge the glowing tranſports 
of an amorous man—and (hould a 
child come 


HeRe I interrupted him, with 
a What does the monſter mean? He 
indeed, like the aſs imitating the 


lap-dog, ran into the moſt ridicu- 


lous abſurdities, which. would ſcarce- 
ly have been ſufferable in a youth of 
nineteen. I attempted to leave the 
room—he intercepted me, kneeled, 
wept and ſwore, but in ſhort, had 
G 3 fo 
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ſo much the reſemblance of an old 


frantic baboon, that I could not a. 
void a hearty fit of laughter. 


As he lay ſprawling on the floor, 
and creeping after me like an abjed 


| ſpaniel, he had the conſummate af. 


ſurance to lay hold of one of my 
legs. I immediately withdrew #, 
and with the other gave him 0 
ſmart a kick on the noſe, that the 
ſanguine current flowed copiouſly 
from it, and I embraced that op- 
portunity of delivering myſelf from 
his clutches, by ſlipping down ftairs. 
Amongſt a promiſcuous company 
who were drinking in the kitchen, I 


diſcovered a farmer who had known 


me from my infancy, and who was 
reckoned 


Err. 
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reckoned the moſt facetious fellow 
in his way our country had pro- 
duced — Mr. R. ſaid I, I ſhould be 
glad to ſpeak. with you; he. ſtept 
apart with me, and 1 told him the 
whole affair. Miſs, ſaid he, I know 
the old villain extremely well ; don't 
you be diſmayed, but come with 
me, and follow my dire&ions, by 
which you. ſhall. obtain ample ſatiſ- 
fation for the outrage he has of- 
fered. - As I never wanted couray = 
when I had a perſon to countenance 
me, I led the way to the ſcene of 
action with the utmoſt alertneſs. 


Wr found the old gentleman ap- 
plying a wet towel to his noſe to 
{top the. effuſion of blood: on ſee- 

„„ ing 
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ing the farmer come in after me, he 
lee med at firſt a little con founded, bu: 
ſoon reſuming preſence of mind 
Oh my good friend R. ſaid he, how 
doſt do; this little rake and myſelf 
have been taking an airing, and! 
have had an uolucky fall from my 
horſe, that has a good deal diſcom- 
poled me ; but come, ſaid he, drink 
a glaſs, and let us forget all af. 
flictions; the farmer, who was 1 
healthy robuſt man, juſt turned of 
forty, readily complied with his re- 
queſt, and puſhed the glaſſes jo- 
vially about. | 


More liquor was called for, and 
the farmer, who was a true maſter 
of the ludicrous, made the old man 
the continual ſubject of his deri- 
ſion, 


* 
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fion, without his being in the leaſt 
capable to comprehend it, —till he 
at length fell quite ſtupified back 
on his chair; — the farmer then took 
and burned the end of a cork in the 
fire, and ſo terribly maul'd his features, 
that he looked like one of the ſneer- 
ing apparitions that ſerve to put 
children ia the horrors: In this 
condition we left him, and went 
down ſtairs. 


Trae farmer, who had not yet 
completed his ſcheme of making 
the old gentleman completely ridi- 
culous, after aſſuring me, he would 
himſelf ſee me ſafe home, begged 1 
would not be uneaſy, but wait till 
the frolic was over ; to this I con- 
G5 ſented 


ſented for my own ſafety; and when 


ſhould be ſorry to ſee you at a los 


but if any of you have courage 


it was juſt duſkiſh, while the farmer 
and myſelf were converfing at the 
ſtreet-door, three country fellows 
came up, to enquire if they could have 
lodging for that night ; the farmer 
looking very gravely, anſwered in 
the negative. — Upon this the fel- 
lows were for jogging forwards; 
when they had gone about twen- 
ty paces, he called after them 


and taking them into a private 
room, ſaid, My honeſt fellows, | 


for a lodging at this time of night, 


enough to fight the devil, which | 
cannot doubt from the appearance 


you all make, you may be as ye! 
accomme- 
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accommodated here as at any houſe 1 
on the road; the ruſtics at firſt * 
ſeemed to decline the encounter, but 1 | 
inſpired by half a pint of ſpirits, k 1 
which he called for and diſtributed "i 


+ 


— 4 


in equal proportion to each man (as 
it was now quite dark) they deter- 

mined to diſpute the ground inch 

by inch with his infernal majeſty. 


4 un”, 
a „ 


% Thus far ſucceſs attended on our 
« arms.” 


TukgE happened to be in the 
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room where the old fellow ſat ſlum- ? 
bering, a dark lanthorn, into which | | 
the farmer put about an inch of k i 


a ruſh-candle, and placed it in 
ſuch a poſition as to throw a glim- 
meting reflection on him; — he then | 
G 6 came- 
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came down and told the clowng, 


that there were two beds in the 
room up one pair of ſtairs, and a 
candle waiting for them, but charged 
them if they ſaw any thing to make 
good uſe of their whips, and it 
would ſoon diſappear. —They went 


up, and ſuddenly we heard the dread- 


ful cry of murder, murder, thieves, 
t ieves: The farmer, who had our 
horſes by this time ready ſaddled at the 
door, ran to me in a ſeeming great 
conſternation, and ſaid, for heaven's 
ſake, Miſs, make the beſt of your way 


with me, as there are certain rob— 
bers in the houſe; I was ſoon 


' mounted, and we rode off as faſt 28 
poſſible ; but the farmer laughed (0 
unmoderately that he could ſcarce 
lit 
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Gt his horſe ; I believe, ſaid he, the 
old fox will be pickled; I believe 
his courage will be well cool'd ; he'll 
make no more attempts on honeſt 
men's children for ſome time, I'll 
warrant you. 


Wr ſoon arrived ſafe at Mr. S.'s, 
whoſe family had been very un- 
eaſy at my long abſence, conclud- 
ing that ſome accident muſt have 
occaſioned it; I told them I had, 
indeed, met with a very ſingular 
one, and narrowly eſcaped ruin ; 


but left time to explain thoſe in- 
nuendoes. 


As they knew that I left the 
houſe in company with the afore- 
mentioned perſon, they deſired to 


know 


(134) 


know what became of him, or why 


he had not ſeen me ſafe home; 0 
the firſt I anſwered, I cared not; t 
the ſecond, that I was ſafer without 
him, 


Tunis abrupt manner of delivery 
gave them cauſe to ſuſpect ſome- 
thing, but what they knew not, and 
enquiries were to no purpoſe, 


Tux next afternoon I learnt the 
ſequel of the preceding night's co- 
medy, from a young clergyman, who 
had an apartment in Mr. S.'s houſe, 


I nave met, ſaid he, the moll 
whimſical adventure this morning, 
that I have known for ſome time. 

| I was 


8 . . vowed waky 
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| was with juſtice T. and we were 
informed that three robbcrs had been 
apprchended at the Mavey, who 
were coming to be examined before 
his worſhip. 


Soon after the criminals were in- 


troduced with their accuſers, which 
was the man of the houle, his wife, 


his ſervant, and our acquaintance, 
Mr. —. 


Tur old gentleman began by 
telling his worſhip, that being fa- 
tigued with hard riding, he had 
called at the houſe of his tenant, 


and after having refreſhed himſelf 
moderately, he fell aſleep in a room 


till it was dark, that he found him- 
ſelf ſuddenly attacked by theſe three 
men, 
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il men, who buffeted, maul'd, 1; 
li horſewhipped him, in a moſt un. 
1 | chriſtian and barbarous manner; af. 
| firming that he was the devil; ang 
7 that tho' he frequently aſſured them 
he was Mr. —, they continued t0 
beat him in ſuch a manner, as would 
have killed him, had not the people 
of the houſe come to his reſcue, 
and ſecured them for this examina. 
tion. Every circumſtance of this 
was authenticated by the other wit. 
neſſes. 


HE R E the juſtice interrogated 
the priſoners about their Way ct 
life, who knew them, and what 
they had to alledge in their defence; 


they declared in ſubſtance, that they 
had 


7. 6 
had come about thirty miles, being 
recommended from ſome gentleman 
there to one farmer R. the juſtice 
aſked if they had any written cha- 
raters or directions; they replied 
they had not, for that none of them 
could either read or write: Indeed 
my friends, ſays the juſtice, this is 
a moſt inconſiſtent account, and if 
you have no better teſtimony of your 
honeſty, than what you now offer, 
[ thall be obliged to commit you 
ii a more fatisfaftory ſtory can be 
made out. | 


5IR, ſaid the old fellow, I know 
furmer R. well, I ſaw him yeſter- 
| lay, and am fo well convinced that 
what the priſoners fay in their de- 
fence 


ſent poſt to the farmer, who atrived 
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fence is a fallacy, that I will ſend for 
him this inſtant to confront them, 
by which all doubts of the matter of 
fact may be removed. 


A MESSENGER Was accordingly 


very ſpeedily, he being waiting for that 
purpoſe ; when he entered the room 
the old gentleman aſked him with 
ſome warmth, —— do you knoy 
theſe fellows? — I have ſeen them, 
ſaid R. bluffly.—— Mr. R. (inter- 
rupted the juſtice) we have ſent for 
you on a ſerious affair, into which 
it is thought you can give us ſom: 
light. Then may it pleaſe your 
worſhip, I deſire I may be \wori, 


to declare the truth, the whole truth, 
and; 


1 
and nothing but the truth, ſo help 
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me God. — This alarmed us all — he : 
was {worn—. p 
| j 
YESTERDAY about two o' clock i! 


at noon, I came to drink a pint of 
beer at the public-houſe, and to chat 
2 little with my neighbours, ſome 
time after a young lady, whoſe fa- 
mily I have a great reſpect for, 
came into the kitchen from above 
ſtairs, as if in fright and confuſion; 
ſhe called me into a room, and told 
me, that the had innocently ventured 
herſelf in company with that vene- 
fable ſinner, who had the cruelty 
and aſſurance, firſt to endeavour to 
entice her to drink, and then to 
make a violent attack upon her 
chaſtity, 


Bur 
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| (149) 
Bur finding himſelf diſappoints, 
in both theſe attempts, and having 
received from the lady a light " 
primand of a kick upon the nol, 
Here the old fox, who had been li. 
therto biting his lips in the prectet 
agitation, interrupted him, fung, 
— Sir, we don't come here to propz- 
gate ſlanders, but to clear up doubt; 
Sir, ſaid R. that's what- I'm endes. 
vouring to do, if you'll have a lite 
patience: I can't have patience, not 
I won't have patience, ſaid he, I 
been uſed barbarouſly ; it is a com. 
bination amongſt you all, and I" 
indite you in the Court of King) 
Bench, — Having made this ſpeect, 
he hobbled out of the room as fl 


as he could, and we heard no mort 
1 


(141) 
of him : The three poor fellows 
were diſcharged, on the farmer's aver- 
ring that he had ſet them to work, 
and promiſing to be anſwerable for 
any damages that might ariſe. 


Tuis young parſon was very com- 
municative and entertaining, and as 
he was a batchelor, paid we many 
undeſerved conipliments, particularly 
that of addreſſing to me the follow- 
ing lines. 


Down in a ſcene remote from pub- 


\l lic view, 
' From tender infancy a virgin grew, 


To torm her, nature laviſh'd bound- 


all Icis care, 
re dweet her depottment, elegant her air, 
1 Soft 
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Soft were her words, her ſentimen; 

wy ” oy, refin'd, 

Stranger to paſſions of a lawleſs kind: 

Theſe: were delights inferior to he: 
taſte, 

Whoſe mind was modell'd for a no- 

Pler feaſt, 

Mark what from love unpradiis' 
ſouls endure, 

Lovye--the diſeaſe that Seymour *can- 
not cure, | 

I faw, approv'd, and idoliz'd the 
maid, 

My glowing paſſion coldly ſhe re- 
pay'd, 

Heſper the ſtar of eve' with ftream- 
ing light, 

Spangles the ſable boſom of the night. 

Night 


Then a phyſician at Plymouth, 


* 


U 
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Night follows day, day follows night 
in vain, | 

Nor day nor night can mitigate my 
pain. 

Where were ye nymphs, when ſun- 
bright Kitty's hate, 

Pronounc'd my doom, and what ſhe 
ſpoke was fate? 

Left me like ſorrow's monumental 

clay, 

To weep whole nights, and languiſh 
ſuns away. 

What charms ſuperior in my rival 
move, 

Knows he like me to love, or merit 

love ? 


Knows he like me, ſoft numbers to 
awake, 


Bid Sappho's lute, or Sion's trumpet 
ſpeak ? | 


Thus 


( 144 ) 
Thus hapleſs Spencer ſung his plca. 
ſing ſtrain, 

Might charm an angel — tho be 


ſung in vain. 


I RECE1v'D about this time while 
I was at Mr. S.'s, a letter from my 
mother-in-law, enjoining me in pret- 
ty peremptory terms, to Come come; 
that my father, who was then at Spit- 
head, had heard of all my doings; 
and that it was her duty, as my mo- 
ther, to turn over a new leaf with 
me (as (he expreſſed it) and have 
herſelf a proper eye oyer my future 
conduct, 


I was obliged to comply with 
this arbitrary mandate, but was de- 
| termined 


| ( 145 ) 

termin'd to be a heart-ſore to her, 
if ſhe attempted to put a girl in 
leading-ſtrings, who had infinitely 
more ſenſe and ſpirit than herſelf. 


Home however I did go, and 
found that my good ſtep-mother 
had provided one of the Fury's for 
my guardian ; this was neither more 
nor leſs than a ſervant maid, who 
had formerly been turn'd diſgrace- 
fully away, and whom ſhe engag'd 


at this time, from no other motive 


but her known antipathy to me ; ſhe 
was one of your foft ſpoken, cant- 
ing, whining hypocrites, who with 
a truly jeſuitical art, could wreſt 
evil out of the moſt inoffenſive 
thought, word, look or action; when- 
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am ſure I have a thorough regard for 
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ever ſhe had a mind to ſtab me 1; 
the quick in the opinion of my mo- 
ther, the always prefac'd it with | 


Miſs Kitty, and a fine young lady 
ſhe is——I pray God ſhe may tun 
out a wartucus woman; but I con- 
feſs, her conduct is not as her friendz 
could with; it wounds me to the 
ſoul, when I hear what people {ay 
of her, but I hope God will tun 
her heart; 1 believe ſhe is Gi! vir. 
tuous, tho' its impoſſible to judg: 
of one who receives every fullome 
blockhead that will but fatter her 
vanity.— 


Wurx the young lads of the 
navy Icarnt that I'was at home, they 


Came 
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came almoſt every night under my 


window with muſic, which I could 
by no means prevent, nor did I ever 
know to whom I was obliged for 
thoſe civilities. But Mrs. Peggy 
took care to make the moſt of it; 
nay to declare before my face, that 
it was not ſafe to ſtay in the houſe, 
leſt ſome of my fellows ſhould break 
in, and cut their throats. | 


AT this infernal infinuation I loſt 


all patience, and as we fat at tea, 
(while ſhe waited upon us) I indif- 
creetly threw the filver cream pot at 
her head, and cut her violently over 
the left eye; ſhe clapp'd her hands 
directly on the wound, and ſaid, ve- 
ry well, this is fine uſage for a faith- 

H 2 ful 
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fol ſervant, my maſter ſhall hear 
it, as God ſhall judge me: Upon this 
ſhe left the room, and I retired to my 
own apartment, having left my gene 
ſtep-mother and her pious maid an 
ample field for perſecution. 


A MosT trifling, and yet a mo 
fatal circumſtance, concurr'd with 
the foregoing, to make me expect 
no quarter at my father's return : Tt 
ſeems that ſome ſparks of the nayy 
took it into their heads to paquet 
all the young ladies in Plymouth, 
and it would have been ill-marners 
to exempt me from ſo great a com- 
pliment. A letter therefore was 
delivered by the poſt-man directed 
to me; the poſtage was charg' d thice 
(killings 


. b 
h 1 * * - - 8 #6 ö - \ hee: s * 4 

9 

o * 


(149) 
ſhillings and fix-pence ; and had it 
been three pounds my ſtep-mother 
would readily have paid it, to know 
its contents; it was only a thapſo— 
dy of nonſenſe and bombaſt, ſigned 
Nicholas Codd; a name that fo 
highly offended Mrs. Yeo's delica- 
cy, that ſhe defired no other proof 
of having loſt all ſenſe of honour 
and virtue; yet how I could poſſibly 
be anſwerable for other people's im- 
pertinence I leave the candid reader 
to judge, after having endured with 
chriſtian patience all the taunts, in- 
ſults and threats of my ſtep-mo- 
ther upon this ſubject, I ſhut my- 
{cif into my cloſet, and wrote the 
following ſtanzas, which I only 
tranſcribe as a proof of my philo- 


H 3 ſophy; 
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fophy;—tho' I had the abſent B. in 
view, my paſſion ſtill ſoothing me 
with the hopes of being his. 


Reflection that makes mortals wiſe, 
Gives me inceſſant pain, 

From doubts that in my heart ariſe, 
Of meeting thee again, 


Abſence, an ever foe to love, 
The thought diſtracts my mind, 
Leſt you a fairer nymph approve, 
And ſhe like me prove kind. 


Then to my humble cot retir'd 
To ſearch and wiſh for peace, 

No more with mortal charms be fir'd, 
Each earthly bliſs ſhall ceaſe. 


Secluded far from human ſight, 
Attend my fleecy care, 


But till my eyes are ſeal'd in night, 


Thou ſhalt partake my pray :. 
| My 


( 151 ) 

My cottage on a tiſing ground 

Hard by a friendly ſhade, 

A ruin ſhall the proſpect bound, 
And greens that never fade. 


A murm'ring brook within my view 
That don't too lifeleſs flow, 

Whilſt T the paths of truth purſue, 
Both time and chance ſhall know. 


But if thou bring'ſt thy heart again 
Untainted and fincere, 


11! laugh at all my preſent pain, „ 
And baniſh ev'ry care. 


Then like the wretch by tempeſt toſt, 
I'll hail the welcome ſhore, 
Forget the various dangers paſt, ; 
But venture out no more. | 
WurN I conſidered the alarming 


vonſequence of my father's. return, 
H 4. with- 
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with ſuch extenſive means to preroſ. 
ſeſs him againſt me in the hands of my 
implacable enemies, — I thought the 
moſt prudent ſtep I could take, was 
to make my eſcape to ſome aſylum, 
till a proper ſtate of the caſe could 
be. laid before him, either by my 
writing, or by the interpoſition of 
ſome impartial friend ; I could think 
of no place ſo eligible for this end 
as the houſe of farmer R. my for- 


mer guardian and deliverer; and 


therefore having made all the diſ- 
poſitions for a march, by collecting 
what little materials I could bundle 


into a large handkerchief, I ſet out 
early in the morning, and reached 
my journey's end before dinner-time. 


Tur 
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THE farmer's wife had been 


ſervant to my own mother from her 


infancy, and therefore had a kind 


of maternal tenderneſs, as well as a 
great reſpect for me; ſo that I was 
moſt joyfully received. by the whole 
family. 


THERE was an apartment in this 
houſe entirely mantled with ivy, 
and as it commanded a moſt roman- 
tic and extenfive proſpect, I found 
it the moſt deſirable place to me 
in the whole world, eſpecially as 
there was in this little room a great 
number of books, to which I was 
{9 zealouſly devoted, that it was 
yery difficult to perſuade me down 
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even at meal times, When I wa 
tired of reading, I took the pen and 
_ {ſcribbled whatever nonſenſe came in- 
to my head. But the following lit- 
tle piece, written on ſeeing a ſchool. 
boy walk on ſtilts, having met with 


ſome partial commendations, J give it 
Juſt as it occurr'd, 


Leaving the grammar for his play, 
Forgetful of the rod, 
Tott'ring on ſtilts thro? mire all day, 
The ſchook-hoy ſtroles abroad. 


Why does this innocent delight 
Provoke the pedant's ſpleen ? 
Fool, round the world exert your fight, 
And honour this machine, 


The 


(155) 
The” tricking ſtateſman, propt By 
theſe, 
His virtues loud can boaſt, 
On gilded ſtilts can when he pleaſe, 
O'erſtride the murm'ring hoſt, 


Thro' fields of blood the hero ſtalks 
And fame ſits on his hilt, v8 
Till fortune throws within his walks $ 
An honourable ſtilt. 9 


When quite deſerted by his muſe, N 
The ſinking ſonneteer, ft 
Hammers in vain what verſe to chuſe, 0 
To pleaſe Belinda's ear. 


Tho' mighty void of wit he ſtops, 
With one ſucceſsful chime, 

His verſe on ſtilts poetic props, 
And leans upon- his rhyme, 
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With well difſembl'd anguiſh fee; 
The canting raſcal beg, 

His artful limbs a better fee, 
Than is his real leg. 


Vet on the boys inſtructive play, 
Is this contrivance built; 
The ſource that feeds the wreich all 
day, 
What is it — but aſtilt? 


Corinna fair, of ſtature low, 
Vet this defect ſupplies, 

Her heels like ſtilts aſſiſt we know 
The conqueſts of her eyes. 


See in his ſecond childhood faint, 
Old Gripus walks in pain, 
Crutches removing his reſtraint, 


He acts the boy again. 


(157) 
go well concerted is this art, 
It ſuits with all- conditions; 
The buck, the bard, the blood, the- 
ſmart, 
Old men and politicians. 


Thro' ev'ry ſcene of life that's paſt, 
Each artiſt ſtruts unhurt, 

But death trips up the ſtilts at laſt, 
And leaves them in the ditt. 


I AM now going to enter upon 
the particulars of an era in my 


life, which may ſeem as unaccount- 
able to the reader, as it was unfor- 


namely, my marriage with Mr. ſem- 
mat, whoie name I have the miſ- 


 obleryed, 


Leg 


tunate in its conſequences to me, 


fortune to bear. Well has the poet 


(158) 
Let marriage be the laſt mad 
thing you do. 


But alas, it was amongſt the firſt of 
thoſe unſurmountable difficulties into 
which I was precipitately plunged by 
the perverſity of my fate, 


5 For if weak women go aſtray, 
©. Their ſtars are more in fault than 
6 they.” 


AFTER I had continued ſome 
weeks at the farmer's, and received 
every demonſtration of their un- 
feigned affection towards me, I was 
viſited by a niece of Mr. S.'s with 
whom I formerly lodged, and the 
clergyman whom I mentioned ; they 
gave me an earneſt invitation to 

ſpend 


ſpend the following Sunday win 


them, to which I had no other ob- 
jection, but the fear of being too 
troubleſome. ——It ſeems my father 


was made acquainted with my route, 
and had written to Mr. 8. by all 
means to prevail on me to return to 
his houſe, and to continue there till 


further orders ; promiſing at the ſame 


time, to pay all expences for my 


board, lodging, or whatever elſe 1 
might require. 


Hap I been appriz'd of this, my 
fatal connection with Mr. Jemmat 
could never have been effected : 
But when I went according to my 
appointment, and brought my old 
mother (as I call'd the farmer's 


wife) 
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wife) along, with me, I found, if 


poſſible, a ſuperior degree of polite. 
neſs and civility, to what I had ſor- 
merly experienc'd : After dinner and 
tea were over, they preſs'd me to ſlay 
to ſupper, and I cannot ſay I was 
averſe to the propoſal, as the com- 
pany all ſeem'd to be in the genial 


humour; and I believe there is no- 
thing more certain than the follow. 


ing lines, 


Men ſome to bus'neſs, ſome ta 
< pleaſure take, 


% But ev'ry woman's in her ſou! 
* a rake.” 


The clergyman who was one of the 
company got into his prating en; 
as I before obſerv'd, he had a vailt 


deal of pleaſantry and humour, 
added 
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( 161 ) | \ 
added, to a pretty poetic turn, that | 
afforded me many happy moments; | 
in Hort I was prevail'd on to ſtay | 
all night, and a man and horfes 


were ſent home with Mrs. R. as 
ſhe was oblig'd to attend the market 


early in the morning, ſo conſe- | 
quently could not be perſuaded to [ 
RY... ' 


Azour this time I received from 
an unknown lover, by a poſt letter, [ 
the following ſong, directed to Miſs 
Yeo in the country. } 


This ſtrain young Colin oft rehears'd, 
Amid the laurel glade, 


The nymph that ſhunn'd the god of 


verſe, 


Yet gave the. bard her ſhade, 


/ 


Ye 
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Ye dying gales, full oft my fighs 
Have plump'd your airy flight, 
Fho' falſe as Kitty's heart and eyes, 
Oh! waft theſe ſtrains aright. 
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Tell the exulting fair, no more 
III wear her galling chains, 
Free as the ſwallow's wing 1'l! ſoar, 
And dare be man again. 


No longer chide the ſlow-pae'd hour, 
Each hour an age of woe, 

No longer haunt the cyprus bow'r, 
Or ſwell the river's flow. 


No longer rob the raven's wing 
To write th' ungrateful maid, 
Nor call ſweet echo from her ſpring, 
And grow like her a ſhade. 


Tor 
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For tho' my foul in fighs expire, 
My being melts in tears, 
Averſe ſhe ſcorns my chaſte deſire, 
And adamant appears. 


At length the captive breaks his 


chains, 
Eludes the arms of death, 
Enraptur'd liberty regains, 
And heay'n in ev'ry breath. 


Now with a heavy heart I pro- 
ceed, and. 


Since it will out, for out it muff, 
When thou ſhalt ſee me laid in duſt, 
Whiſper not to the tell-tale reeds, 
The fooliſhneſs of female deeds, 

Nor let the treach'rous zephyrs bear 
My weakneſs thro' the ſpicy air. 


I rnavg 
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I nave previouſly told you, that 

I was now at the houſe of Mr, S. 

where I boarded and lodged before 

my ſtep- mother ſent ſor me, to put 

in practice the art of agreeably tor. 

menting, of which ſhe and 1s. 

Peggy were certainly the moſt com- 
petent miſtreſſes in Europe. 


THo' Mr. S. never did acknow- 
ledge, that he had any orders from 
my father to ſubſiſt me, yet he made 
the kindeſt profeſſions of regard 
imaginable; ſaid he was very (ory 
any diſagreement ſhould. have hap- 
pened, and ſeemed greatly to Cone 
demn my ſtep- mother, for the i!- 
licit ſteps ſhe had taken to widen 
the breach between us ; — he told 

me 


( 165 ) 
ane 1 was welcome to continue with 
him the remainder of my life if I 
pleaſed, for which he deſired no 
other gratuity than the felicity of 
converſing with me. As he had 
a niece juſt of an age to attract 


my eſteem as a companion, I made 


myſelf tolerably eaſy, eſpecially as 


we had the clergyman almoſt con- 
ſtantly with us. 


Ver notwithſtanding, I thought 


it my duty to write a letter to my 
father, to remove as far as in me 


lay, any prejudices he might have 


cauſeleſsly conceived to my diſad- 


vam age; but as he had an under- 
hand correſpondence with Mr. S. 
who knew from his niece that was 


my 
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* (166) 
"my bed - fellow, every ſentiment of 
my ſou], he did not think proper 
to return me any anſwer ; which 
threw me into the deepeſt melancho- 

ly ; eſpecially when TI reflected il}:at 

I was young, well born, and well 
educated; had a father whoſe for. 
tune was equal to giving me a pro- 

per ſupport;—a father whom I could 

not upbraid myſelf with having wil. 
fully offended, in thought, word, or 
deed ;—a father, whoin in fact I ten- 
derly loved and dutifully reſpeRed, 

and yet was become -a wretched 
dependent within four miles of his 

| houſe ; — a dependent on a man 
who, tho' ſeemingly polite, was con- 
feſſedly miſerable by nature ; —it 

was too much to be patiently borne 

k 
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by a perſou who had ſome degree 
of ſpirit ; I therefore ultimately re- 
ſolved to marry the firſt perſon who 
ſhould propoſe himſelf to me. 


1 


The End of the Firſt Volume, 


po 0 


— — . — 


go - — — — 
„„ — " — ns er. 


„ „ 


